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UPGOMING B2B EVENTS ...

INTERTRONG

17 February 2015, Marriot Hotel Karachi
4th International Multi-Modal Transportation,
Logistics Conference
Website: www.intertranspakistan.com
E-mail: infoi@intertranspakistan.com

#|SAFE
2 4 | SECURE

=" | Pakistan

10-12 March 2015
Pak-China Friendship Centre, Islamabad
11th Intermational Safety & Security
Exhibition & Conference
Website: www.safesecurepakistan.com
E-mail: info@safesecurepakistan.com

MEGALECT]

2015, Expo Centre Lahore
12th Edition of the Intemational Machinery
Exhibition of Garment & Textile Technology
Website: www.megatechpakistan.com
E-mail: info@megatechpakistan.com

POGEE

23 - 25 April 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
13th International Exhibition for the Energy Industry
Website: www.pogee.com.pk
E-mail: info@pogee.com.pk

S
PLASTRRACK

P A K
1 - 3 September 2[]15, Karachl Expn Centre
13th International Plastics & Packaging
Industry Trade Fair
Website: www.plastipac.com.pk
E-mail: info@plastipac.com.pk

B 4 PRINT

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
3rd International Printing, Labeling,
Paper & Paper Converting Industry Exhibition
Website: www.plastipac.com.pk
E-mail: info@plastipac.com.pk

faed+hospitality

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
4th International Food, Beverages &
Hospitality Trade Fair
Website: www.foodtech.com.pk
E-mail: info@foodtech.com.pk

Pakistan

food + bev tec

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
12th Edition of the International Food, Beverage
& Packaging Technology Trade Fair
Website: www foodtech.com.pk
E-mail: info@foodtech.com.pk
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COMMENT

Countering the Monster

t was a happy augury that representatives of all the major political parties in Pakistan found

themselves huddled in a ten hour long meeting on Dec 23, in the aftermath of the Dec. 16

school tragedy in Peshawar. Among them were also the Pakistan Army chief and the director
general of the ISI. That day they whittled out a 20-point plan that was to be put into immediate
action. Among the salient points of the plan were formation of ‘special trial courts’ led by mili-
tary officers, reactivation of the National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA), development
of a special anti-terrorism force and ban on print and electronic media promoting terrorism. In
subsequent days, the Pakistan Prime Minister held several small meetings with his close associ-
ates in the cabinet and formed separate committees to handle most of the issues that had been
highlighted in the 20-points. This resulted in the formation of a National Action Plan with an
umbrella committee and 17 sub-working groups related to the implementation of the Action
Plan. It is commendable that the Prime Minister and his ministers chose to at last rise from their
slumber and go about seriously addressing the terrorism issue that has confronted Pakistan so
acutely over the years. For a change, instead of just leaving everything to the armed forces and
their military operation in North Waziristan, they demonstrated their willingness to sit together
and tackle the problem head-on themselves. It was also commendable that the other political
parties also cooperated. Imran Khan called off his Islamabad sit-in and the MQM and PPP, de-
spite having reservations about the ‘special courts,” supported the government’s new strategy.

The National Action Plan looks like a menu for improved governance, considering that it
touches some very basic and significant issues and professes to strike those issues at the very
roots. It takes into account all those factors that impact the spread of terrorism in the country
and it intends to have mechanisms in place that would weed out the evil for good. The plan
covers everything - armed militias, hate speeches, extremist material, finances of terrorist or-
ganizations, re-emergence of banned organizations, setting up of a counter-terrorism force,
religious persecution, madrassah regulation, terrorist glorification by media, reforms in FATA,
dismantling of terrorist communication networks, the worsening situation in Karachi and the
Punjab, sectarian terrorism, the question of Afghan refugees and appropriate formulation of
criminal justice reforms.

It is being said by some quarters that formation of so many committees would, in the end, lead
to nowhere and the issues would entangle the running of the committees. The very fact that the
interior minister is heading some 11 of the committees could prove to be a self-defeating act.
But it is also true that the terrorist threat is an existential one and needs to be tackled from all
possible angles instead of being given a surface-deep, one-dimensional treatment. In the past,
one serious mistake on the part of succeeding governments was that no effort was made to look
more deeply and more comprehensively into the matter. While the present government made
all efforts to talk to the Taliban, the latter continued with their nefarious acts of terrorism. Then
the armed forces launched the Operation Zarb-e-Azb which served to scatter the terrorists — but
only for a while - because they regrouped and rendered even more bloody strikes on the civil-
ian population, in some cases from across the border regions of Afghanistan.

Following the Peshawar tragedy, it is obvious that the people of Pakistan are in no mood to
see further incidents of terrorism. For once, they are encouraged by the fact that Nawaz Sharif
and his government are committed to their word and that the PM has, over the days since the
massacre, demonstrated more by deed than by word, that he means business. In this he is fully
supported by the Army which has also speeded up its operations and has brought the Afghan
government as well as ISAF forces to cooperate in the elimination of terrorist groups. The setting
up of special courts (read military courts) and their being headed by serving military officers
had kicked up controversy and the view was bandied about that this was akin to imposing of
martial law. It is good that the misconceptions in this regard have been satisfactorily removed
and it has also been made clear to the dissenting political parties that the special courts would
only be utilized to try terrorists and that their life would not exceed beyond two years. It is
hoped that in the midst of all the action supported by good intentions, the enthusiasm with
which the nation has risen to countering the challenge of terrorism would not be lost to bureau-
cratic plodding and the menace would be obliterated for all times.

Syed Jawaid Igbal
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Cooperation

The GCC  countries
already have connections with
South Asia on many levels —
economic, cultural and, in

SOUTHASIA

Running
Together

the case of four South Asian
countries, religious as well.
It sounds all the more logical
therefore, as your December
cover story points out, that
these ties should be organized
on more productive lines and
both regions should capitalize
on each others’ positive points.
Realistically speaking, it is
true that the SAARC grouping
has not been very successful
due to the continuing rivalry
between India and Pakistan —
and the future of this regional
association is not very
encouraging. On the other
hand, while the GCC was
established with equally noble
intentions of economic and
political cooperation, it too
seems to be fizzling out, what
with the State of Qatar not
quite following the policies of
other nations in the grouping
and even the emirate of Dubai,
while it is a part of the UAE,
pursuing a more forward-
looking ~ economic  and
financial agenda because it is
far ahead of the other emirates
and neighbouring countries in
terms of becoming a global
financial and cultural hub. As
such, it would be a good idea
if the regions of SAARC and
GCC could merge together
into a bigger and wider zone
of cooperation.
Shahid Kamal
Karachi, Pakistan

Tuses

The article  ‘Dynasty
of Another Kind’ was an
interesting read. It is true
that the family of Imam of
the iconic Jamia Masjid in
Delhi has held sway over the
mosque from generation to
generation. It is interesting
though that while the Imam
wields dynastic hold over
the mosque, his presence
does not benefit the Indian
Muslims in any way and they
continue to suffer at the hands
of the vast Hindu majority.
Wouldn't it be better if the
current Imam Bukhari opened
bridges of communication
with  the  down-trodden
Muslims ~ of India and
made an effort not only to
understand  their problems
but also to make an emphatic

before  the
Indian government?

Kalbe Ali
Dehli, India

representation

hless
ing

Of late there has been
much activity as far as
branchless  banking is
concerned and a number
of brands have appeared
in the Pakistani market that
offer the convenience and
access of such banking. This
is all because cellular service
providers and financial

Bﬁan

an

institutions ~ have  come
together to provide the ease
and convenience of banking
without the person having to
actually go to a bank. This
is certainly the need of the
hour. Pakistan is a country of
about 200,000 million people
but a very small percentage
is served by regular banking.
The reasons for this are many.
Regular banking still has a

long way to go to really cover
the rural areas of the country,
where at least 60 to 70 percent
of the population resides. The
rural inhabitant also has some
sort of hesitation walking into
a bank branch and he would
rather do his or her banking
(basically money transfers)
through the corner general
store. Like your interviewee,
Nadeem Hussain, in the
December issue of Southasia
says, the biggest challenge
that branchless banking faces
is ‘lack of awareness.’ This is
one single aspect that needs
to be addressed with full
force so that the benefits of
branchless banking can reach
more people in the country.

Huma Ahmed
Faisalabad, Pakistan

Hard realities

Yes indeed - jailed and

then bailed! Looks like
the golden run of Indian
politicians  like  Jayaram

Jayalalita is coming to a close.
Madam Jayalalita may be a
charismatic personality in her
own right but, as they say, you

can fool some people all the
time but not all the people all
the time. Her romance with
politics had to hitthe hard lode
of reality some day. Though
her conviction may not have
affected her popularity that
much, she must have realized
by now that there’s more to
politics than amassing huge
wealth. So let’s hope she will
get down to doing some good
work for her electorate this
time around!
Rajan Sinha
Chennai, India

Statue of Unity

It was interesting to read
about the Statue of Unity
being built in India. While |
agree with the criticism of the
monument which basically
revolves around the amount of
money required to construct a
structure of this magnitude, it
is also a fact that once built, it
will bring in a lot of revenue.
Also, such monuments are
a nation’s pride. South Asia
is lucky to be rich in natural
beauty but unfortunately as
a region it lacks man-made
structures. | have visited a
number of western countries
and am always impressed
by their beautiful statues
and monuments which are
common there. My only
contention with the Statue
of Unity is its name, which
is a misnomer. While such
monuments around the world
represent a person, an idea or
a belief respected and shared
by the majority, the same
can’t be said about the statue

Write to
SouthAsia

Articles and letters sent to us via email or by post should be
in clear characters.
Where required, they will be edited for clarity and space.
Email: info@southasia.com.pk Website: www.southasia.com.pk
Post: 20-C, Lane 12, off Khayaban-e-Ittehad,

Phase II Extension, DHA, Karachi 75500
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times to come.

United We Stand

still fresh in memory. It will be a long time before the
nation fully recovers from the trauma although the
incident will be etched on its collective memory for all

Regardless of the gory nature of the incident, much
good has come out of it. It united the entire nation, for
one. For the first time, people belonging to all political
parties, religions and sects agreed on who the real enemy
is. The government, the political parties and the armed
forces sat together to formulate a strategy to deal with the
terrorists. Not only that, the strategy was implemented
and we all saw its result. Now it is hoped that the unity
lasts long. United we can fight the militants.

Though  some
time has passed, the
nation is still trying
to come to grips
with the tragedy that
was the attack on the
Army Public School
in Peshawar. The
pictures of injured
students, wailing
parents and broken
down families are

Rozina Mohsin
Karachi, Pakistan
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of Sardar Patel. Perhaps
the statue of a famous
businessman from the state
would have been a better
idea as Gujarat is known
for its entrepreneurs who
made a name for themselves
in the country and abroad.
Hopefully, we will see more
such structures in the future.

Sohrab Patel
Manchester, UK

Going It Alone

In the piece, 'Burqa Blue
to Belt Green’, the writer
has made a good attempt
to bring out how ready the
Afghan  forces (including
women) will be to take over
the country’s security duties
after the Americans and ISAF
forces leave. However, a BBC
Television report the other
day presented a different
picture. It showed how the
Afghan Army is feeling left
alone, now that foreign forces
have begun exiting their soil
and they (the Afghans) have
to contend with the enemy
on all their own. It is obvious
that the Afghans are neither

ready nor confident about
going it all alone.
Perhaps this will create

a welcome gap for the
Indians to come and occupy
the vacant space and thus
fulfill their dream of having
a cogent military presence
in Afghanistan. As it s,
Afghan personnel are already
undergoing training at Indian
military  institutions  and
obviously being indoctrinated
as to the suitability of Indians
training and assisting the
Afghans rather than other
neighbours, like Iran and
Pakistan, doing so.

Gul Bahadur
Kabul, Afghanistan

“Is this the way of
life that Islam
teaches us? That
we fight amongst
ourselves and feel
scared of fellow
Muslims?”
Pervez Musharraf,

Former President of Pakistan.

“A national
tragedy unleashed
by savages.”
Nawaz Sharif,
Prime Minister of
Pakistan,

“Afghanistan
wants to bolster
security and
defence ties
with Pakistan
including
cooperation in
training and border
management.”

Ashraf Ghani,

President of Afghanistan.

“Truly there are
S0 many tears this
Christmas.”
Pope Francis,

“Enough is
enough, now
strict action
should be taken
against those
who speak in
favor of

terrorists.”
Gen. Raheel Sharif,
Chief of Staff, Pakistan Army.

“The soul is
healed by being
with children.
Extreme anger
and disqust for all
those who took
our children, our
future, our healers away.”
Shahrukh Khan,

Indlan film actor

ON RECORD

“The Peshawar
tragedy has united
the nation.”
Mamnoon
Hussain,
President of
Pakistan.

“It is a senseless

act of unspeakable

brutality that has

claimed lives of the

most innocent of

human beings - -
young children in

their school.”

Narendra Modi,

Prime Minister of India.

“Our thoughts
and prayers are
with Pakistan.”
Mahinda
Rajpakse,
President of
Sri Lanka

“l was deeply
shocked by the
barbaric

terrorist attack on
the school in the
city of Pesha-
war that led to
numerous victims among innocent
citizens the

majority of which were children
and teenagers.”

Viadimir Putin,

President of the Russian
Federation.

“Words are

not enough to
express our grief
and condemn
this heinous
attack.”

Altaf Hussain,
Head of Muttahida Qaumi
Movement.

“The smallest
coffins are the
heaviest. It's sick
how these
cowards think.”
Mahira Khan,
Pakistani TV
and film actress.

SOUTHASIA * JANUARY 2015 7



BRIEFINGS

PAKISTAN | Karachi

PAKISTAN | Peshawar

More Gas

he Pakistan Petroleum Limited

announced a gas and condensate
discovery at its exploration well in
Sindh. This is the sixth discovery in the
block. The well was drilled in October
and reached its final depth of 3,564
meters in December.

In August, the company discovered
42 million cubic feet of gas per
day in Gambat South, its third and
biggest discovery. The company has a
portfolio of 47 exploration blocks, has
been aggressively searching for new
hydrocarbon reserves to make up for
the decrease in production from its
established fields, such as Sui. §

- —

- R

—— e W

i

TEEmammu (IS

Ancient Treasure

Buddhist sculptures and heads,
dating back from the second to
the fifth century AD, were discovered
during an excavation at a Buddhist
stupa known as Bhamala Buddhist
Complex near Khanpur. The Director
of Archaeology and Museums
Directorate of KPK, Dr. Abdul Samad
said that sculptures, heads and
precious coins of the Kushan period
were also found around the stupa.

Located near the Khanpur Dam,
Bhamala is a national and world
heritage site. It was partially excavated in the early 1930s by Sir Jan
Marshal. Fresh excavations at the archeological site were initiated by
the Hazara University in Mansehra.

INDIA | New Delhi

INDIA | Mumbai

Welcome Note

lndia will issue one
rupee currency notes
after a gap of two
decades.

P Tr i AR

N AT A
T

Unlike other
currency notes,
the Re.1 notes will

be issued by the
government and will
be signed by the
finance secretary as
was the norm earlier.
The governor of the Reserve Bank of India will continue to sign notes
of all other denominations.

The government and the RBI discontinued Re.1 and Rs.2 notes,
citing the high cost involved and focused on coins for smaller
denominations.

AFGHANISTAN | Kabul

Young Leaders

also has pedals which can be

used during emergencies s,
especially when the energy of the bike
has been totally consumed.

The youth of Afghanistan is achieving
wonderful milestones in the fields of

Pharma Profit

v 1
'

he Indian market has witnessed

a nearly 20 percent annual
growth in biosimilars (also known
as biologics) in 2014. Biologics
are drugs with active ingredients
sourced from living organisms.
These products are based on
proteins, genes, etc., unlike normal,
small-molecule drugs where the active ingredient is a chemical.
Due to this complex base, biologics cannot be as easily copied as
other drugs.

In India, sale of biosimilars had grown 20 percent annually to
approximately 2.5 percent of the overall market sales at the end of
November 2014. Sales margins on biosimilar drugs range from 20
percent to 80 percent. With the U.S. drug patent pipeline drying
up, the high-margin biologics are likely to sustain sales for Indian
companies. &

| _ 4

innovation, research and development,
despite the country’s scarce resources. A
young Afghan student Mustafa has built
a solar-powered motorbike which runs
with the help of electricity whose energy
is obtained from solar panels planted on
the roof of the bike. The bike can run
at a speed of 40 kilometers per hour. It

8 SOUTHASIA * JANUARY 2015

Another Afghan student Ghulam
Sadigq, a graduate of a polytechnic
institute in Jawzjan, is working on a
project to build a helicopter while an
Afghan engineer, Zmarai Helali, has
taken an initiative to build an unmanned
aerial vehicle and aircraft flown by
autopilots. B




BANGLADESH | Dhaka

Politically Active
[Rnladesh ans te ighest n tems of

G5 At et s hion people's .political participgtion among
59% 1 33 developing and emerging nations,
Mo Tigmooed by gowt officl .
L according to a global survey by the U.S.-
b based Pew Research Centre. Th t
it e ased Pew Research Centre. The country,
however, has a very low political efficacy

37 % folned orgasine X ;
FEAL TR with over two-thirds of the respondents
o active membey of 3 party . . .
: saying that government officials do not care
31 % paricpaed in e .
FEnhasG about what the people think. The survey
: - "™ titled ‘Spring 2014 Global Attitudes Survey’
| SOURCE: Ffe SFSEARDH DYeTRE ]

shows that 65 percent Bangladeshis have a
higher level of involvement in political affairs, though the Asia region
ranks the lowest in this field with an overall median of 24 percent.

A total of 1,000 Bangladeshis aged over 18 were interviewed for
the report. Eighty percent of them chose voting as the most useful form
of political engagement while 78 percent said they voted over the last
12 months or in the more distant past. &

NEPAL | Kathmandu

Inching Closer

hina will increase its official

aid to Nepal by more than five
times from the current $24 million to
$128 million in 2015-16. China has
also promised to build the electricity
infrastructure in Nepal worth $1.6
billion to counter an Indian offer
for a soft loan for the power sector.
Besides, Beijing is building a police
academy for Nepal as a special gift.

Indiaannounceda $1 billionsoftloantobuild Nepal's infrastructure,
including power projects. China responded with a $1.6 billion power
project, which is expected to generate 750MW of electricity.

A direct train connection from Nepal to Tibet is also expected to
become a reality in about a year, as China has begun extending the
Tibet rail line which brings it closer to Nepal’s border. &

BHUTAN | Thimphu

Young Deaths

ccording to a report of the Royal

Bhutan Police, from 2009 to 2013,
347 people committed suicide in the
country — 15 percent of them in the
age bracket of 15-20 years. According
to the cases reported to the Education
Ministry, a total of 24 students
committed suicide within four years.
In 2014 alone, 11 students took their
lives. The feeling of failure to live up
to the expectations of their parents

SRI LANKA | Colombo

Shopping for Ships

ri Lanka will import

two warships from
India for its naval fleet.
India, which delivered a
warship to Mauritius for
the first time, will build
the two off-shore patrol
vehicles (OPV) for Sri
Lanka. These are under
construction at the Goa
Shipyard. The ships will

be entirely indigenously built.

The warships, with a capacity of 83 crew, will be capable of
search and rescue missions, transportation of small detachment
of troops and helicopter operations. They can handle external
firefighting and can also be used for cargo handling. &

MALDIVES | Male

Press in Chains
d =

T LELEREAE
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he Maldives has fallen in

the Press Freedom Index
of the Reporters Without
Borders for the fourth
consecutive year, dropping
5 places to 108th out of 180
countries. The index reflects
the degree of freedom that
journalists enjoy in each
country and the efforts
made by the authorities to

el
e
-

e Mol Aideied - _ ..- ’
B =

ensure respect for their freedom.

The Maldives rose as high as 51st in the index in 2009 but recent
years have seen a steady decline with the country slipping to 73rd in
2011, 103rd in 2012 and 108th in 2013. &

and families and being unable to
face disappointments, humiliation,
etc., add to the factors that drive the
youth to contemplating suicide.

To deal with the problem, the
Education Ministry has increased
the number of counselors from
20 to 56. In higher schools, the

government has deployed 87
counselors and more will be
deployed. B
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COVER STORY

"General Musharmaf recently
reiterated his support for the
army's active involvement in
running the country as according
to him, our political parties lack
decision-making and the country
prospered under military
governments, This argument could be easily
reversed by pleading that the political process
was weakened by repeated military takeovers,
All military rulers ran the country by inducting
B teams of the major political parties in
their governments, The difference was that
the generals follow the technocrat’s advice
while the politicians have a habit of running
things by personal preferences, The generals
commanded support of the civil service while
the politicians promoted the yes men."

Saeed Khalid
Former ambassador

"Bz General Musharraf
insists upon an official,
constitutional role for the
armed forces in government,
it is Impossible not to think of
his predecessor’s take on the
subject.

“What is the Constitution?’ General Fia
asked one autumn in Tehran. °It is a booklet
with ten or twelve pages. | can tear them up
and say that from tomorrow, we shall live
under a different systermn.”

"General Zia never felt the need to speak
of a constitutional role for the armed forces
in government — the armed forces were
the governmeant, and the general was the
constitution,

"Thiz would make senze if the executive
was interested in reasserting its writ, like the
AKEP in Istanbul. But Pakistan is a different
case study; unlike Erdogan's men, Mawaz
League has been actively inviting the (already-
entrenched] military to pick up the slack in
national security, foreign policy and even
domestic policing.”

Asad Rahim Khan
Lawyer and columnist

“Instead of running
after symptoms, we should
be exploring what our real
problem is and then try to fix
it, Our problem certainly is not
the absence of a constitutional
role for the armed forces. They
already have one under Article 245 (1),

"There hasz been an absence of
governance. Since independence, with no
competence or credibility of their own, our
political oligarchy of no more than a bunch of
self-serving elitist politicians got used to ruling
the country in collusion with the bureaucracy.
In the name of democracy, they made a
mockery of the Quaid's Pakistan. No wonder,
with its cohesive character, the military

10 SOUTRASIA = JANUARY 2014

T'he binding

force

Can Pakistan’'s civilian rulers move forward without the
assistance of the army?

By Syed Jawaid Igbal

Army Public School in Peshawar on

December 16 is indicative of the
lack of governance onthe partof Pakistan's
civilian rulers. There were reports that
the Peshawar administration had been
warned of a major imminent terrorist
incicent but it seems to have been taken
lightly by both the federal and provincial
governments and no measures were in
place to counter such an eventuality,
Even when the tragedy occurred and the
civilian government was running helter-
skelter, it was the troops and commandos
of the Fakistan Army who came to the
tore and eliminated the terronsts, besides
removing the dead and injured from the
SCEne,

The next day (December 17),
Fakistan Army Chief General Raheel
Sharif, made an emergency dash to
Kabul where he held separate meetings
with Afghan  President Ashraf Gham
and I1SAF commander General John F
Campbell. He is reported to have told
the Afghan leadership that the terrorists
were using Afghan soil to camy out
attacks on PFakistan. He shared classified
intelligence with them and told them that
the mastermind behind the Peshawar
attack, who was from Afghanistan, was
giving directives 1o the terrorists.

The cliche goes that you can change
everything but you can't change your
neighbors, In Pakistans case, it has to
contend not with one neighbor on its
western border, Afghanistan, but almost
the whole world. Today's dynamics of
global power-maongering require that the
interests of all four big power brokers in
the world today — the LIS, China, Russia
and the EU' - converge in this part
This tremendously increases Pakistan's
strategic importance and further magnitfies
the challenges faced by the county.

However, where there is challenge,
there is opportunity as well. If handled
judiciously, the very dangers that are
currently knocking at Pakistan’s doors
could be converted to its advantage
and the nation could emerge as an
important fulcrum in the global power

The bloodbath that took place at the

game. It is a pity then that the country’s
‘democratically-elected”  rulers  have
allowed themselves to be embroiled in
a continuous string of non-issues’ — and
are not paying much attention to all that
is happening in the neighborhood. This
is borne by the fact that the country still
does not think that the IS is an existential
threat to Pakistan. Just as it has woken
up to the serious terrorist threat within
the country, the povernment needs Lo
become extremely vigilant and take
urgent pre-emplive measures 1o stop the
militant group’s ingress in Pakistan.

Despite all its travails on the foreign
policy front, Fakistan still does not have a
proper toreign minister or even a minister
of state for foreign affairs. The prime
minister has kept this portfolio to himself
though he has no time to formulate
foreign policy. No wonder then that a
mixture of confusion is evident within
government circles regarding key foreign
policy matters. In the end, the civilian
government goes its own way and the
army its own. In this backdrop, at least
one good step the government has taken
is that it has appointed Dr Maleeha
Ladhi, as its permanent representative in
the UN,

The various ways in which Pakistan
is  being ‘misgoverned’  is  simply
inexcusable. This has been brought into
focus quite tragically by the Peshawar
incident but even past record shows
that the cwilian rulers do not pay as
much altention to governance as they
do to foreign deals and development
of certain choice sectors of the country.
This has been a constant missing link
during civilian rule in Pakistan. It is for
this reason that whenever the country’s
economy has picked up, it is during
military dispensations, which shows that
the civilians have never had the vision
or depth 1o truly appreciate the country’s
key problems and 1o deal with them
accordingly. In these circumstances, it is
only the military that has stepped forward
and plaved its role.

When the US Secretary of Slate
lohn Kerry invited Pakistan Army Chief



General Raheel Sharif over to the State
Department on Thanksgiving, it surely
was not to chat about the hospitality he
had received on the tnp. The meeting
is said to have been hastily arranged. It
ook place in a very cordial and friendly
atmosphere and served 1o again support
the view that the United States gives
greater  importance o the  Pakistani
military than the civilian rulers in matters
of running the country,

This is also borne by the fact that
Pakistan has only made real progress
during the periods when it was ruled
by the military. Ayub Khan may have
had many faults but everyone agrees
that Fakistan took some important key
initiatives on  the development  front
during his rule. Yahva can at least be
credited with giving Pakistan its first and
only fair elections. He was followed by
Gen Ziaul Hag.

A pame of musical chairs followed
after the death of Gen Ziaul Hag and again
set the country back. In fact the period
when both Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif ruled has been described as a “lost
decade.’ Then came Pervez Musharraf in
1999 and he again set about putting the
country back on rails, His pood work was
undone by the ‘democratic’ government
of the PPP after the 2008 elections. When
Nawaz Shanf won the elections in 2013
and took over prime ministership for the
third time, the nation rejoiced on his
arrival. Sadly, more than a year and a half
later, Pakistan is still in the woods,

Having spent some 13 years in
Afghanistan and concluding that there
was not much for the US and NATO
forces to do in the region anymore, the
allied forces decided to call it a day. A
reduced ISAF force will now stay in
Afghanistan for another vear to enable
the new Afghan president to gain control.
The US will not repeat the mistake it
committed back in the 1980s after the
Soviets quit the region and the Afghans
were |eft 1o fend for themselves,

This time, however, the Americans are
also depending a great deal on Fakistan
to maintain peace on its western and
northern borders, For its part, Fakistan has
again started saying that its foreign policy
would revert to seeking ‘strategic depth’

in the region by ensuring that no further
military adventures are undertaken and
that other regional players, particularly
India, do not take undue advantage of
the vacuum caused by the NATO exil.

In these circumstances, Pakistan
will be called upon o play a key role
and this would depend on how the
army handles affairs under Gen Raheel
Sharif. The US knows that he is the right
man for the job. He has grown up in a
tamily with a proud military tradition.
He knows the capabilities of the army
as well as its limits in terms of military
and civilian governance matters. He
and his commanders have successiully
led Operation Zarb-e-Azb in North
Waziristan but it is good they have stayed
out of political matters.

The army also closely monitors the
‘tyre and tube’ relationship between the
incumbent Nawaz Sharif government
and the so-called PPP opposition but
leaves them to their own machinations
since one is dependent on the other
If the ‘tyre’ of the Sharif government
bursts, the ‘tube’ of the PPP opposition
is bound to follow so they both protect
each other. Where this leads the country
is a question that continues to beg for
answers, Meanwhile, the army has its
external and intermal roles cut out and
continues to function as a binding force
of national unity which commands equal
respect both inside and outside the
country.

In the aftermath of the school
massacre in Peshawar, the government of
MNawaz Sharf seems to have risen from
its slumber and is pursuing anti-terrorism
measures more proactively, including
removal of the moratorium on capital
punishment. The PM has also said that
while there is an operation Zarb e Azb
being successfully conducted by the army
in Morth Waziristan, a similar operation
needs to be carred out in the rest of
the country to weed out the terrorists. A
noble thought, Mr. Prime Minister, but
can you do it without the assistance of
the army — the binding forced i

The writer is the Editor-in-Chief of
SouthAsia Magazine. He is also the
founding Chairman of Moderates.

emerged as a primus inter pares,
"Cur problem s not the military’s role;
it is the strategic bankruptcy in our political
cadres.”
Shamshad Ahmad
Former foreign secretary and diplomat

“The only role that the
armed forces should have in
Pakistan is described In the
constitution, in that "under
the directions of the Federal
Government (they are to)
defend Pakistan against external
aggression or threat of war, and, subject to
law, act in aid of civil power when called upon
to do so.

"Times have changed since General flaul
Hag indulged in muddled manipulation of
the constitution and it is essential that the
services remain entirely under government
authority, no matter how flawed ar
incompetent that might be.

"The constitution is the ultimate law
of the nation and is designed to control the
application of political power by the elected
government,”

Brian Cloughley
Author and defense analyst
“What has thus far been . |
accomplished by the military"s
coups, constitutional tinkering
and refusal to countenance
oppasition from democratically A

elected governments? It has
perpetuated a colonial model of
governance predicated on centralized control
and decision-making, the empowenment and
entrenchment of opportunistic local elites
providing the state with political support in
exchange for patronage, and the evisceration
of democratic institutions including the courts
and political parties,

"The military, motivated by its own
worldview and interests, has played a
counterproductive role in Pakistan's palitics. It
iz unlikely this will change by providing it with
a constitutional place in the government.”

Hassan Javid
Assistant professor, LUMS
"The armed forces showld
hawie i consttutional role

in the government, Pakistan
spends almost all its resources
on state security, leaving little
for education and healthcare
initiatives. If Pakistan really
wants to improve its long-term security, it
should be funding educational programs — the
best way to eradicate terrgrism, The December
16 attack that killed nearly 150 children
and adults, is the direct result of Pakistan's
dysfunctional national policies.”
Shahid Mahmood
Editorial cartoonist
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a rollercoaster affair with ups and

downs, highs and extreme lows.
They have been described as transient
and based on expediency. The Pakistani
establishment as well as the people
have accused the U.5. of betrayal
when Washington's focus shifted 1o
other regions, On the other hand, the
LI.5. accuses Pakistan of duplicity and
pursuing a double game — of hunting

Pakiﬁlan-u.s, relations have been

A definite warming of U.5.-Pakistan relations is attributable

state and a springboard for U5, strategy
to challenge the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan. The west, Washington
and China, all used Fakistan’s territory
to arm, equip and launch the Afghan
mujahideen. The blowback of the
Soviet reaction was on Pakistan. The
KGB, the Soviet intelligence agency, in
alliance with the Afghan intelligence,
conducted several terrorist attacks in
the country. The long-term effect was

to the strict policies that Pakistan’s military leadership is

pursuing against the Taliban.

By Talat Masood

with the hounds and running with the
hare.

The history of Pakistan-L.5.
relations goes back 1o 1954, when the
two countries signed a bilateral security
apreement that was essentially directed
against the communist expansion in
the region, The LLS. interest was to
include Pakistan as an ally against the
Soviets and Pakistan's interest lay in
strengthening its defense capability
against India by receiving the latest
American weapons and eguipment.
But when the Indo-Pakistan war of
1965 took place, the LS. suspended
its aid and Pakistan started to look
towards China for meeting its defense
needs.

Interest of the 1.5, in Pakistan was
once again revived in the 1980s when
the Soviet U'nion attacked and occupied
Afghanistan. Fakistan becameafrontline
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the promation of extremism and growth
of militant organizations in Fakistan.
After the collapse of the Soviet Linion,
the interest of Washington in Pakistan
and Afghanistan started to wane. The
LI.S., that had been ignoring Pakistan's
development of its nuclear program till
then, revived the Pressler Amendment
o clamp sanctions and also suspended
military assistance. LLS. interest in
Pakistan was again revived after the
911 incident. The then military ruler
Ceneral Pervez Musharrat who was an
international pariah until then, became
the most sought-after leader overnight
and Pakistan became a key country in
the fight against terror.

The U.S5. and NATO forces will
soon leave Afghanistan and their role
will be primarily confined to military
training and assistance to the Afghan
Mational Army and paramilitary forces.

This scenario makes the role of the
Pakistan Army highly significant from
Washington's perspective. How the
Pakistan Army uses this influence will
contribute towards shaping the peo-
politics of South, Central and West
Asia.
Having fram

learnt its  past

experience, the LLS, is keen to ensure
that the Pakistan military’s cooperation
is sought in stabilizing Afghanistan,
The warm reception that Pakistan's

COAS General Raheel Sharif received
during his visit to the L.5. was a strong
indication of the focus and priorities
of the LS. in the region, The General
had scheduled meetings with the
entire top brass and also mel Secretary
john Kerry and the Mational Security
Adviser. This was in sharp contrast to
the cold reception that Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharit received when he was in
the LL5. to attend the United Mations
General Assembly session. It was a
clear affirmation of the reality that just
like the past, Washington's policies
towards Pakistan are greatly influenced
by security considerations and will
continue to remain so in the near
future.

The LS. would like to preserve the
gains that it has made in Afghanistan
in the last 13 years. It would expect
Pakistan’s military to align its policies
with the U.S. and the new Afghan
government  and  contribute  in
stabilizing the region. The U.S. also
realizes  that unless the Pakistani
military ensures that the sanctuaries
are cleared of the Taliban and their



allies — the Haggani network and Hafiz
Gul Bhadur — it would be difficult to
bring peace to Afghanistan. This is
a major departure from the Pakistan
Army's previous overambitious policies
wherein it looked to the Taliban to
guard its interests in Afghanistan,

In order o countervail India and
fearing that it could use its influence
among the Afghan Army or certain
ethnic groups against Fakistan, the
Fakistan Army tolerated the Taliban and
provided them sanctuary. This policy
has pone through a major reversal
because of the challenge the Pakistan
Army now faces from the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan. The LL5. is of the view

that in Pakistan the only institution that
is truly functional and can deliver is the
armed forces. It may keep stressing the
importance of democracy, but when it
comes to advancing its hard strategic
interests, the long-term goals are set
aside.

The LLS. is withdrawing its forces
from the region, but it cannot afford to
ignore the security situation. Besides,
Pakistan has an intrinsic importance — a
country of nearly two hundred million
people — it offers a sizable market
ance the economy starts o grow. Geo-
strategically, it connects South Asia to
Central and West Asia and is also a
nuclear power. In tact, it is Fakistan’s

geo-strategic significance and its strong
military that is considered valuable for
the LLS., but only in so far as it can
be used as a rental state to advance
its strategic poals. At the tactical level,
however, it will fully cooperate and
assist Pakistan if interests converge, as
is presently the case with regard to the
stability of Afghanistan.

Another field of American interest
in Pakistan is the latter’s nuclear assets.
The army formulates the nuclear
doctrine and is responsible for its safety
and security. Due to the imbalance in
civil-military relations, it is the army
that influences foreign and defense
related issues and Washington is fully

cognizant of the broad area of its

influence.

In the last two decades, negative
sentfiment  against the LLS. has
become widespread in Pakistan.
The American government, public

and the media reflect

a similar, or even

stronger, sentiment

with respect (s

Pakistan. However, ever

since General Raheel
Sharit has assumed the
charge of the COAS,
which also  coincides
with the period when
the U.5. is withdrawing

its forces from Afghanistan, a

definite warming of relations

is noticeable, This is also
attributable  to  the wvery
clear policies that the new
military leadership has taken
towards the Taliban. Pakistan
now realizes that the threat
of militancy is existential and
success in this fight is vital for its
security and stability.

The rather belated military
operation in North Waziristan and
other parts of the tribal agencies serves
Washington's security interests as well
as contributes to regional stability.
This operation has gained a greater
importance for LLS. planners as it
coincides with the ongoing political,
security  and economic  transitions
in Afghanistan as a consequence
of withdrawal of the foreign forces.
Withdrawingits support for the Haggani
network and other Afghanistan-based
militants is a crucial step the Pakistan
military has laken that has increased
its credibility with the LS, and NATO
countries.  Interestingly, the militant
narrative too has lost the traction that
Pakistan is fighting at the behest of the
LIS, as its forces as well as the NATO
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forces withdraw from Afghanistan.

he LS. finds the escalation of
tension along the LoC in Kashmir
and the working boundary between
India and Pakistan a distraction in
Pakistan's existential fight against terror.
Washington will continue to encourage
India and Fakistan to engage at the
bilateral level but it will refrain from
playing an active role in settling the
Kashmir dispute or other issues.

From its  past  experience,
Washington has realized that it should
continue to support a legitimate civilian
government in Pakistan and stay away
from meddling in the country's affairs
or take sides with any political party,
The suspension of drone attacks for
five months and their revival — mostly
against militants in North and South
Waziristan that are also a threat to
Pakistan — has muted opposition against
it. In addition, Washington’s policy of
avoiding public criticism of the Pakistan
military or government policies has
provided greater political space 1o
improve overall and especially mil-
to-mil relations. Of late, the Pentagon
has been supportive of Islamabad’s
offer to train Afghan security forces
and is trying to promote maximum
cooperation between the Afghan and
Pakistan military. The urgent manner in
which the ISAF and Afghan forces have
offered their assistance to Pakistan's
operation against the Taliban, following
the attack on Army Public School in
Peshawar, is a further case in point.

Ceneral  Sharif has  repeatedly
expressed  Pakistans  willingness  to
train the Afghan security forces. For
the last several vyears, the Aifghan
forces have been trained by India's
military establishment and that has
been a source of concern. Pakistan
desires a certain balance by Kabul in
this regard and wants to be treated as a
partner rather than being looked upon
with suspicion by the Afghan security
forces. The implementation of this
policy will contribute towards a betler
understanding and greater coordination
between the two militaries.

In the immediate term, LL5. interests
in Pakistan will be dictated by factors
affecting  Afghanistan’s stability and
Pakistan's internal security  situation,
However, Islamabad should be prepared
o adjust to reduced expectations in
other fields apart from some assistance
from the LL5. in the energy, education
and health sectors. &

[t. Gen. (R} Talat Masood is a Defense
and Strategic Affairs analyst,
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he year 2011 was bad for LLS.-
TF‘n kistan relations. Osamabin Laden
was found hiding in Abbottabad
and the Americans chose to annihilate
him without taking on board their ‘most-
allied-ally’ Fakistan and violating deep
in its territory and airspace in a classic
‘kill" mission. The failure on the Pakistani
side was doubly embarmrassing: Pakistan
had long denied COBLs presence on its
sail: and the American forces were able
to make a surreptitious insurrection deep
inside Pakistan's territory unchallenged
and undetected by its land and air forces,
Pakistan's hallowed military and the
premier Inter-Services Intelligence (15I)
bore the brunt of the resulting ridicule,
both internally and externally.
Cn 26/11 of the same year, American
forces went on an unprovoked and
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By Shahzad Chaudhry

unprecedented killing spree against a
Pakistani check post on the Afghanistan
border, literally obliterating 26 Fakistani
officers and soldiers in cold blood. From
being the ‘'most-allied-ally’ to a tarpet
of venom, the slide in the relationship
between the two militaries and the two
nations was unprecedented. |t seemed
irrecoverable.

How and why it all happened may
simply be an unintended consequence
of other events of much significance,
averwhelming  diplomatic  niceties
and the heat of war taking a toll on
deliberated decision processes. Bul
what it left behind in its wake was far
deeper and far intractable to resalve. The
LLS. and Fakistan broke most contacts,
in turn impacting cooperation in the
tormer's ongoing ‘war-on-terror’; public

i
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General Raheel Sharif has given a new flavor to U.S.-Pak relations.

opinion in Fakistan against the LLS.
found a new force, strengthening the
hand of the anti-LLS. forces in Pakistan
so popularly  propounded by the
Taliban and the pro-Taliban elements in
Fakistan; and the episode reinforced a
most damaging negativity on Pakistan's
role and allegations of dubious duality
in Pakistan’s claimed policy in this war
There was only abuse and denigration
on both sides that explained the L.S.-
Fakistan disconnect.

The next year was the year of
repair. Diplomatic efforts to heal the
ruptures succeeded with the LLS, finally
apologizing — sort of — for the 26/11
blunder. Both countries realized the
need 1o get a semblance of a relationship
gaing for the sake of appearances rather
than substance. President Obama,



having eliminated OBL and finding
recompense by a return to the White
House for another term, announced the
withdrawal of the American forces from
Afghanistan by the end of 2014, That
really meant that the American mission
in Afghanistan was practically done
and over with, finding no relevance in
spending precious resources any longer.
Afghanistan was left 1o its own fate with
the Americans realizing late in the day
that Afghan nation-building was neither
in their pale nor something they could
bring about given the peculiar nature of
Afghan society.

However, the L.S. forces had to
return and the peography forced a rethink
in U5, considerations, Pakistani road
network and contiguity with Afghanistan
as well as its deep sea harbors sill
afforded the most practical and most
efficient means of moving bulk out of
Afghanistan. It thus became an American
imperative to find relevance for Pakistan
— even though of short-term rather than
based on long term sustainable goals -
in its relationship.

That in effect drives the brief
resurgence that Pakistan envisions in its
renewed acceptability in Washington.
The space for this emerged during
General Raheel Sharif's visit to the LLS.
The usual duration of such visits by
military commanders is normally two to
three days. These are mostly reciprocal
and are limited to the specialized
areas of military functioning rather
than an exquisite exposure of elements
replicating a state visit. An acquaintance
in Washington with access to official
circles compares Ceneral Sharif's visit
to that of an earlier military commander
of the 1960s, Field Marshal Ayub Khan
of Pakistan, who also happened to be a
highly revered president of the country
in times when the Cold War was at
its peak and alliances were the key o
seeking perimeters of security for both
the LLS. and the Soviet Union. The
sentiment was optimized when the visit
prolonged into an almost three-week
sojourn, and when U5, Secretary of
State John Kerry requested the general
1o stay on for him to arrive back from a
visit abroad so that he too could meet
the general. This meeting took place on
a Sunday when the State Department
was specially convened on a holiday to
welcome the general.

Here is the rub though: the U5
may have spent a trillion dollars on the
Afghan expedition, and there will remain
some lingering geopolitical concems to
protect, the cost of pursuing those with
turther physical presence may simply be
prohibitive when compared to the value
of the return. Also, American interests at

other locations such as in the Middle East
(lrac, Syria and Turkey), eastern Furope
(Ukraine, Crimea), and the Far East
{China, Korea, Taiwan and Japan) may
simply be far more compulsive to attend
to. That leaves LLS. interests in South
West Asia and Central Asia {lran, China,
Russia) slightly relegated for immediate
attention. This is when diplomacy and
alliances fill in for active presence of
the LS. forces. Clearly, America doesn't
want to leave Central Asia to the whims
of both China and Russia but will contest
it with the combination of capacities
that it will leave behind in Afghanistan.
Ashraf Ghani's rise to the political apex
is beneficial for American goals given
his strong pro-ULS. bias, That will keep
Afghanistan’s status as America’s base
SECUre,

I'his is where the Raheel visit came in
handy. It grew in significance as it went
along. The Americans have to be happy
with the general. He has eliminated
the Haggani bases from Fakistan, a
long time American demand, and has
attempted o hit off well with the new
administration in Kabul, which can only
mean better chances of finding stability.
Both add credibility to America’s mission
as it heads out of Afghanistan. In doing
5o the peneral in turn may have added
some space for greater congruence in
the LLS.-Fakistan relations. He appeared
to them an honest, upfront soldier who
meant what he said. That has given hope
to the Americans that their wish to leave
Afghanistan stable may finally come
around. That isn't a small achievement,
aiven the haste that the LS. displaved in
coming to terms with the intractability of
Afghanistan.

The general had other interests,
With the Kerry-Lugar Bill — enabling
affixed annual aid to Pakistan — running
out, the chances that other payments
too by the LS. to Pakistan might suffer

especially the Coalittion Support
Fund that reimburses Pakistan for the
expenses incurred in the war on terror.
The Pakistani military is also dependent
on the U.S. for supporting many of
the weapons systems on ils inventory,
including those that are under heavy use
in the ongoing war. If indeed the LI.5.-
Pakistan military relationship sustains,
there can always be the possibility that
the foreign military financing — a facility
available from the LS. to assist friendly
nations in buying American equipment,
and those that are bought from national
funds under the foreign military sales
for fresh equipment, can be achieved.
Importantly, such institutional binding
can also be the means to a diplomatic
relationship.

There were affiliated ramifications,

too, of General Raheel's visit. President
Obama did a telephone chat with
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif as General
Raheel finished his visit. If the general
had indeed delved into some effective
diplomacy and political closing of ranks
with the Americans, it was perhaps
appropriate that Nawaz Sharif oo was
bought in, even if nominally. Hence
the call. Locally, though, it became a
bit awkward. Prime Minister Sharif on
his recent visit to New York could not
elicit such interest from the Americans
and his visit went mostly bland. With the
General the flavor was entirely different.

Perhaps it was there, or during
his visit 10 Kabul before proceeding
o Washington, that General Raheel
Sharif learnt of the extension of the
combat role of the American forces in
Afghanistan. It is also passible that i
was as a consequence of his discussions
with the Amencans and the Afghans
remember, Ghani recently was a guest
of the General in Rawalpindi} that such
revision of the task was instituted. It is
likely that the Pakistan Army complained
of the sanctuaries that the TTP enjoys in
Kunar and Muristan across the Afghan
border even as it fought and dismantled
the bases of those groups that threatened
both Pakistan and Afghanistan  from
MNorth Waziristan, It is equally likely
that the issue of capacities, or a lack
thereof, came up during discussions on
the inability or inaction of the Afghan
forces to undertake missions to reclaim
the contral away from those holding the
Afghan areas as sanctuaries.

That threw up two options: Pakistan
could extend its own capacity and
capability to neutralize those who
target Fakistani territory from  Kunar
and Nuristan with implicit diplomatic
complexities; or more importantly, the
LL.5. could extend its resident capacity
to do the needful. That the latter was
politically more acceptable is more
than obwvious. Relate this to the counter-
terror strikes that the LLS. drones have
undertaken in the recent past with
reports that Fazlullah was the imtended
target and the dots begin to connect.

It has the making of some
coordinated functioning between the
three sides, perhaps for the first time
since 2002 when America moved into
Afghanistan, bringing about a closure to
a war that, for the most part, was fought
in fragments and without any unity of
purpase, Will this newfound congruence
with the Americans be long-term? Only
time can tell. 19

The writer is a retived Air Vice Marshal of

the Pakistan Air Force and served as its
Deputy Chief of Stafi.
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akistan  peographically  exists
Pr:un the crossroads of one of the
most critical resource rich and
politically charged regions in the world.
The neighbors include China, India,
Afghanistan and Iran and the Arabian

Sea, while the Arab Gulf region in the
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vicinity invites huge vested interests
from all over the world for various
reasons. Pakistan has been l'ighling for
its very existence since its i|'|rJ+:~|':|:|'|-:Je:-nf|:
and, in recent world history, hirth of Al
Craeda, ailing dictatorships of the Arab
world, global economy and wars in

7CI11S

Calling

No emotional or short-term measure will stamp out the menace of terrorism.

Irag, Iran, Afghanistan and Syria  have
all had their impact on how the Muslim
nations are seen amongst the league of
nations. The Muslim countries have a
sizeable military potential, especially
with  Fakistan’s nuclear capability
and the strength of its armed forces.



A nuclear Pakistan with s strong
military, its agricultural potential and
the resilience of its people stands guard
against the ill will of many international
players. The threat to Pakistan has
increased two-fold in the aftermath
of the remnants of Afghan war in the
shape of the Taliban and the new influx
of increasing religious extremism such
as Al Qaeda and many more. Now,
with the given threat perspective, the
anti-Pakistan elements, both internal
and external, are using all tools o cut
Pakistan to size, reduce or terminate its
nuclear capability and support India
as their proxy against China. They do
this by retarding Pakistan's economic
growth, supporting corruption  and
incompetence, and paving the way
for more extremism, ethnic conflict,
security lapses, bad governance and
deteriorating  state institutions. Some
mistakes have also been committed,
bath by the military and the political

leadershipin the past, which has created
internal divide and polarization and
now these factors have become a tool for
external anti-Pakistan elements to play
against the country. If the combination
of internal bad governance, corruption
and polarization continues and is fuelled
by extremism and terrorism, then the
future of Pakistan would definitely be at
stake. The people need to understand
their internal and external enemies
and, most importantly, the threats
within. Those at the helm of affairs in
the political arena and the Pakistani
civil and military establishment also
need to be extra vigilant.

The recent lerrorist  attacks,
particularly the gruesome incident
at a school in Peshawar has created
confusion in the rank and file of the
military and the political leadership.
The massacre of innocent children has
shown the ugly face of the menace of
the terrorism that Pakistan continues
1o face and the fear has reached every
nook and corner of sociely. There is
virtually negligible economic growth
in the country, no foreign direct
investment  and  Pakistan  continues
to remain energy starved. There is a
huge divide between the haves and
have nots and it is only the agriculture
-based economy that has somehow
saved the country from civil war. If the
waler management and dams are not
run properly, the fate of Pakistan will
become a big question mark sooner
than later. This could probably be the
darkest time in the history of Pakistan as
continuing poverty, unemployment and
lack of social justice is likely to open
the way for more street crimes and
even provide easy recruitment for the
Lerrorist organizalions

The rule of former President General
Pervez Musharrat  was  technically
the best in terms of governance and
economic growth, and the general
has largely been victimized for
strengthening the military and ensuring
national securily, suppressing corrupl
elements and revealing internal and
external threats faced by Pakistan. It
were some of his compromises on the
political front that served to remove
him from power. The assassination
of Benazir Bhutto led the way lo
'democracy’ and brought the Pakistan
Peoples PFarty to power but lack of
strong institutions could not address the
security, economy, water, energy and
social development issues. The nation
waited for the political leadership to
deliver but it did not happen.

The democratic process continued
and anather change of regime through

general elections came about in 2013,
but despite a huge mandate, the current
political leadership has been questioned
for getting into power through rigged
elections, The Pakistan Muslim League
government  under  Prime  Minister
Mawaz Sharif, with many challenges
facing the nation, is trying to fix the
bigper issues related to energy and
industry, but its reluctance in resalving
the rigped elections has paved the way
far the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), led
by Imran Khan to gain mass popularity.
The PML{N) government has somehow
tailed to develop a healthy civil-military
relationship and has not produced a
strong policy against terrorism and is
losing sympathy from within the ranks
and file of the military, which finally
stood up to restore democracy in the
country after long spells of military rule.
Moreover, the city of Karachi, which
is the financial hub of the country, is
continuously disturbed due to street
crimes, mafia wars and political
conilict between the urban MOM and
the largely rural PPP.

Ihe conflicting interests of those
at the top, huge maney and power
scandals and corruption and misuse of
authority has made life for the common
citizens  very difficult.  In such a
situation, when civilian governance has
stopped o function almost across the
country, the Army has, under its current
leadership, finally stood up and has
taken the responsibility to restore law
and order and fight terrorism. However,
it cannot be successful on its own and
needs political support to get a handle
over the various issues in a holistic
manner, No emotional or short-term
measure will stamp out the menace of
terrorism because it has international
partners and supporters and even help
and guidance from some of Pakistan’s
neighbors and western friends. It is only
the Pakistan Armed Forces which can
get foreign policy poing and at the same
time fight the menace of terrorism,

Though the month of December
brings back dark memories of the
fall of Dacca, the Peshawar carnage
now overshadows it and the country
confronts much  bigger challenges
than before. The people of PFakistan
have, therefore, no recourse but to call
the military establishment as well as
political leadership to come together
and save Pakistan. Time is fast running
out and so is the patience of the
people. B

The writer s a seasoned columnist
who has been contributing to various
national and regional publications,
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While India is increasingly seen as a protectionist regional leader, China is
slowly making ingress in the South Asian turf.

isiting, Kathmandu a few waels
back, the Indian Prime Minkster
Marendra Mo wat reminded of
his country’s waning popularity arcund
the South Asian neighborhood. On the
oocation of the 1ih SAARD ssmmt
the lack of any r'nm-'il'rg decisions or

18 s - sonuany miy

By Sijal Fawad

meaningful progress. made between the
countries in the regional bloc prompeed
even the MNepalede Primé  Miniser
Sushil Kpérala w comment on  his
di:.pr,q;l;inl‘rru:nl: with SAARC,

Thie other SAARC natans Ty
be able to digest the subpar regional

cooperation with a pinch of sl But
for the Big Brother of South Asia, india,
the proceedings of the summit wene
a reminder of the rude awakening it
has been facing for the past fow years
- its clout being mmrrchadmeed h'!.' thie
strasegic planner and rmal China among
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REGION AFGHANISTAN

he war which started with aerial
Thﬂmhing of Afghan cities in

December 2001 — and resulted in
the toppling of the Taliban regime in the
country — formally ended after 13 years
in a quiet ceremony held on a basketball
court in Kabul.

The LS. and Nato forces ended
their combat mission in Afghanistan in
December 2014 as President Obama
issued a statement from the White House
saying, "On this day we give thanks to our
troops and intelligence personnel who
have been relentless against the terrorists
responsible for 911 - devastating the
core Al Qaeda leadership, delivering
justice to Osama bin Laden, disrupting
terrorist plots and saving countless
American lives.”

Not all troops will leave Afghanistan
though. As per the conditions of the
Bilateral Security Agreement, some 1800
troops will stay in Afghanistan to help
the Afghan Army and the police force in
their counterterrorism efforts, They will
also “train, advise and assist” the Afghan
forces.

As the longest war in American
history concluded, President Obama
declared the U.5. “safer” and the nation
“more secure.” Can the same be said
about Afghanistan? Unfortunately, no.
Hardly two weeks before the ceremony,
a suicide bomber attacked an Afghan
Army bus in Kabul, killing six troops.
In November 2014, a suicide bomber
killed over 50 people watching a
volleyball match in Paktika. In the same
month, at least nine suicide anacks took
place in Kabul alone, killing a number
of foreigners. The attacks targeted the
compounds of foreign nationals, vehicles
used by embassies and U.S. troops.

Afghanistan is an unsafe pf:te by
all means and there is little hope of
improvement — at least in the near future.
The Afghans proudly claim that no
foreign force has been able to rule their
country ever. Their pride is not misplaced.
From the British to the Russians to the
Americans, the Afghan nation has fought
many a mighty rival and forced them
to leave Afghan soil. But at what cost?
In today’s advanced world, Afghanistan
is among the very few countries which
do not have a railway infrastructure. It
has only four international airports with
hardly one or two international airlines
operating to the country. Although some
infrastructural development has taken
place with the help of international
aid, the economic and country’s social
indicators are dismal. Above all, peace
has eluded Afghanistan for nearly half a
century.

To make matters worse, the Afghan
society is deeply divided along tribal
and ethnic lines. The fissures have come
to surface at every critical juncture
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of Afghan history. As a result, when
the Afghans are not facing off foreign
enemies, they are busy fighting it out
among themselves. External forces have
always exploited such internal divisions
to their advantage.

But the Afghan nation is not yet
ready to iron out the ethnic differences.
In fact, tribal and ethnic affiliations mean
s0 much to them that in the near past
they refused to accept the computerized
national identity card which did not
mention their ethnic identity. As a result,

the authorities had o change the card
in order to make it acceptable to the
le. It was mainly due to ethnic
divisions that the gains of the war against
the Soviet Union were wasted away as
the Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras and Uzbeks
fought among themselves. More than
100,000 people died in the civil war
that saw the ‘mujahideen’ turning into
warlords while their infighting gave way
to the Taliban.
Although ethnic clashes have
decreased significantly in the last few
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Now that most of the US and Nato forces have left
Afghanistan, how successfully will the nation pick up the
pieces and maintain peace in the country?

By lifat Alam

years, this was mainly attributed to
the presence of international forces in
the country. With the departure of the
majority of LJ.5. and Nato Irmrs, it is

feared that tribal divisions will once

again rear their ugly head. After the
Taliban insurgency, factional conflicts
are perhaps be the biggest challenge
the government will have to face. The
differences between the Pashtuns and the

Tajiks - the two main ethnic groups in
Afghanistan — have been exploited by the
country’s regional neighbors to achieve
their own ends. Pakistan, with a large
Pashtun population that shares blood
ties with its Afghan counterparts, is seen
to support Pashtun groups in Afghanistan
while India has historically put its weight
behind the Tajiks (Hamid Karzai was
perhaps an exception). For years, the two
regional rivals, India and Pakistan, have
used Afghan soil for their proxy wars and
the fears of the international community
that the intensity of their power will only
increase once they find an open playing
field are not misplaced.

The biggest challenge facing the
Afghan povernment remains the Taliban
insurgency. The frequency of attacks
by the Taliban recorded a significant
increase in the last two months of 2014,
This surprised many analysts as the war
pattern did not conform to the strategy
adopted by the militants in the past.
Earlier, there used to be a lull in violence
in winter months probably due to
logistical difficulties. This did not happen
in 2014 and there was an increase in
attacks by the Taliban. They targeted
foreign forces, their embassies, vehicles
and other installations. In fact, when
the international troops wrapped up
their mission in Afghanistan, the Taliban
declared their ‘victory’ against the LS.
The attacks came with such force that the
chief of Kabul police resigned from his
post, accepting his inability to discharge
his duties.

The solution to the insurgency lies in
the economic upliftof the people. itiseasy
for the militants to coerce large numbers
of youth into joining their ranks in the
absence of education and employment
opportunities. Against this background,
the promise of President Ashraf Ghani to
slash foreign aid to Afghanistan and his
claims of making the country self-reliant
ring hollow. Aighanistan would be [ucky
to stand on its own feet but achieving
this milestone will take a lot of time
and is practically impossible without
international assistance.

The war-ravaged country needs
a complete rebuild and for that, the
basic requirement is money. Militancy
can't be eradicated without bringing in
prosperity. And the government should
come to terms with the bitter truth that it
will have to depend on its foreign friends
for some time. It is very much likely
that there will be a surge in the attacks
by militants. There was never a preater
need for the Afghan government, the
regional leaders and the international
community, to come together and finish
off the militants and their hotbeds once
and for all. &

The writer is a Karachi-based journalist.
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capital punishment 0 those found
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such as poverty,  underdevelopment,
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- but with the passage of time, she
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‘capital” which matiers in | affairs,

Her grip over power — which was
shaky in the firgt two months alter the
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from the counrys mosmal  ecnomic
and commaencial tes with thie west Bul
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Capping the Gap

The people of Bangladesh have refused to back calls for

EI destabilizing the government through street agitation.



Bangladesh entered the medium Human
Development League, according to
UNDPs Human Development Report,
where it remained until 2009 (in the
2010and 2011 repons it is classified near
the top of the low human development
category, a result of thresholds being
updated). It is on target to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
for infant and child mortality and gender
parity in education.” Furthermore, in the
last one decade, exports and remittances
have doubled. By the end of 2013,
remittances were around $14 billion and
expaorts touched $25 billion. Bangladesh’s
economic growth rate is around 6 percent
and its foreign exchange reserve rose to
$16 billion.

A country which was called by
Henry Kissinger “the basket with a hole”
is now termed as a success story despite
political violence and turmeil. For the
first time since 1971, Bangladesh got a
current account surplus of $2 billion and
its garment exports touched $20 billion
a year. Interestingly, Bangladesh is not a
cotton growing country. It imports cotton
bales and process these to manufacture

garment products. According to UNICEF,
the literacy rate in Bangladesh is 57.7
percent with the increasing number of
female literacy. The microcredit scheme
launched by Dr. Mohammad Younus in
1974 is now a well-established program
with an enpormous socio-economic
impact on the lower strata of society,
particularly women. The success of
Bangladesh to overcome famine is
remarkable as the last famine which
Killed hundreds and thousands of people
was in the year 1974. Forty years down
the road, Bangladesh has managed to
save its people from the calamities of
floods, cyclone and famine. However,
the governments cannot solely take the
credit of all these achievernents secured
by the country. The resilience, innovation
and hard work of the people made the
impossible possible.

Does it mean that whosoever is
at the helm of affairs in Bangladesh
has no impact on the economy, trade,
commerce, education and infrastructural
development? If such is the trend in
Bangladesh, it means the Bangladeshi
people want a clear break from the past
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and want to move on regardless of who is
in power. But these may be assumptions
and cannot be verified from independent
sources as far as a change in Bangladesh's
political culture is concerned, The failure
of the BNP and the Jamaat to gain
popular support amidst massive political
repression  unleashed the regime
-D{PShEikh Hasina may be the single
important factor to remove pressure
from the Awami League government.
Furthermore, Sheikh Hasina has played
the issue of 1971 war crimes very well as
the general public refused to back the calls
for destabilizing the government through
street agitation. Had the economy been
in shambles and serious law and order
problems heightened bad povernance,
popular support would have been with
the opposition. The message which has
been sent to the opposition as a result
of one year of the political standoff is
clear: it should wait for 2019 instead of
demanding for mid-term polls. &

The writer is a professor and dean of the

Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Karachi.

REGION SRI LANKA

Another Battle of

Survival

President Mahinda Rajapaksa has been stabbed in the back twice - both times by people who
were considered his close companions.

Rajapaksa’s main contender was

General Sarath Fonseka. He was also
the joint candidate of the opposition
parties. Incidentally, Gen. Fonseka was
the Commander of the Sri Lankan Army
during the critical last few years of the
26-year-long civil war between the
Tamil separatists and the state forces. In
that position, he was among the most
trusted men of President Rajapaksa
and served as his right-hand man in
eliminating the Tamil Tigers. The end of
war in 2009 was a national victory and

|n the 2010 presidential elections,

By Javeria Shakil

one of its heroes was Gen. Fonseka.
Buoyed by the successful end to the
war, President Rajapaksa announced
early presidential elections to be held
in 2010. His main rival in the contest
took everyone by surprise. It was Gen.
Fonseka. While he was considered
quite close to the president, those in
the know were aware of the growing
rift between the two. A few months after
the war ended, Rajapaksa ‘promoted’
Gen. Fonseka, making him the Chief of
Defense Staff of the Sri Lankan Army.
A move up in terms of rank, it was,

however, seen by many as an attempt
to sideline Fonseka, who had started
nurturing political ambitions, Therefore,
his candidacy was surprising but not
altogether unpredictable - not least for
Rajapaksa who had seen it coming.
When, in November 2014,
Maithripala Sirisena claimed that he
would be the common candidate of
the joint opposition in the January
8 presidential election, he took the
entire nation by surprise, including the
resident. After all, it was only two days
efore the announcement that Sirisena
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and Rajapaksa had shared a hearty
meal. Sirisena was a long-time ally of
the president as well as a member of his
cabinet and held the portfolio of health
minister.

The son of a World War 1l veteran
AlbertSirisena, Maithripalawaseducated
at the Royal College, Polonnaruwa and
the Sri Lanka School of Agriculture.
He went to Russia for further studies
where he read political science at the
Maxim Gorky Literature Institute. He
had started delving into politics in his
teenage years and was inclined towards
communism initially. In 1967, he joined
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. A natural
politician, he continued to climb up the
party ranks and became the president of
the All Island SLFP Youth Organization
in 1983. He became a member of
parliament for the first time in 1989 on
the ticket of the SLFP. During his long
association with the SLFF, the last post
Sirisena held was that of the party’s
general secretary, A seasoned politician,
he served on several important posts in
various governments. During the term
of Chandrika Kumaratunga, EE‘ was the
Minister of River Basin Development.
He also served as the Leader of the
House.

In 2005, he was appointed as the
Minister of Agriculture, Environment
and Irrigation by President Rajapaksa.
After a cabinet reshuffle in 2007, he
was made the Minister of Agricultural
Development and Agrarian  Services
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Development. Since April 2010, he
was serving as the country’s Health
Minister.

After a smooth sailing that lasted

several years, President Rajapaksa’s
governmentwas in hotwatersthroughout
2014 as the world community in general
and the UNHRC in particular turned up
the heat with the constant demand of
conducting a transparent investigation
of war crimes. Trouble was also brewing
on the domestic front as the opposition
parties made significant headway in the
provincial assemblies. By mid-2014,
there was widespread speculation of
an early election. The rumors were so
strong that political parties had started
looking for a strong candidate to fight
Rajapaksa. Names of former president
Chandrika Kumaratunga and opposition
leader Ranil Wickremasinghe were
thrown around to test the waters, Against
this background, when the name of
Sirisena was announced as the common
candidate of the joint opposition, it was
nothing less than a bolt from the blue.
Before this announcement, President
Rajapaksa had no formidable rival.
But the situation changed swiftly after
Sirisena made public his candidacy. As
he joined the opposition alliance, many
members of the SLFP also defected
with him. This was a major jolt for
Rajapaksa who, realizing the gravity of
the situation, started his campaign with
a renewed zeal. He did not let go of any
opportunity to launch verbal attacks on

Sirisena for his betrayal and compared
him to “someone who eats hoppers in
the night and then stabs you in the back
in the morning.” President Rajapaksa's
son Mamal wrote in a blog post, “Like
the snake that betrayed Eve in the
Garden of Eden, or rather like Judas
betrayed his men after the Last Supper,
without a word of wamning he switched
sides, faster than a chameleon changing
his color.”

Sirisena did not stay quiet
either. “One family is creating a soft
dictatorship. There’s corruption and
injustice and rule of law has broken
down,” he said to a group of reporters,
He claimed that he would abalish the
executive presidency “within 100 days
of being elected, repeal the controversial
18th amendment and re-instate the 17th
amendment.” But this is possible only if
he is elected with a good majority.

It is quite difficult considering the
situation on the ground. Although
President Rajapaksa’s popularity has
suffered a great deal in the last few
months, he is very much a popular
politician who has done a lot for Sri
Lanka, making it the fastest growing
economy of Southeast Asia. He will
fight tooth and nail as the January 8
election may very well be the battle for
his political survival. &

The writer is assistant editor at
Southasia, She focuses on issues of
political and social interest.



epal was ruled by absolute
N monarchs for most of its history.

A violent civil war to replace
the royal parliamentary system with
a people’s republic ended in 2006.
Two years later, on May 28, 2008, the
Constituent Assembly of Nepal altered
the Constitution to declare the kingdom
a Federal Democratic Republic, thereby
abolishing the monarchy.

Till now, the country is governed
under the Interim Constitution of Nepal,
which was prepared with a political
consensus, It will be enforceable till the
time a permanent Constitution is framed
by the Constituent Assembly. The Interim
Constitution was drafted to facilitate the
process of constitutional transformation
and to manage the transition of Nepal
from a unitary, constitutional monarchy
to a federal republic.

Following discussions on  power-
sharing ammF, the big three out of
the many political parties, the CPN
(Maoist), IhE CPN (UML) and the
Nepali Congress, the claims to control
the povernments leadership resulted
in a deadlock. There are other political
parties, such as the Madhesi parties,
which support a framework with a weak
central government and greater regional
autonomy, All political parties make
secretive, top-down decisions without
disclosing to the public the issues at
stake, relying on fear-mongering and
extreme rhetoric.

Beginning the debate on writing
a new constitution by May 28, 2010,
the first Constituent Assembly (CA) of
Nepal extended the deadline by a year
because of political instability. After
that, the extension became a regular
occurrence. Due to its failure to draft a
new constitution, the CA was dissolved
on May 28, 2012, by the then prime
minister Baburam Bhattarai, ending
four years of a futile rule. The year 2013
would be remembered for the successful
conduct of elections against many odds.
The second Constituent Assembly was
formed, yet again tasked with drafting
the Constitution of Nepal.
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With the deadline for the promulgation of a new constitution in Nepal coming closer, it is not
clear whether the elected parties will overcome their political differences to achieve the goal.

By Almas Jawaid Khan

Having a formidable presence, with
a two-thirds majority in the Assembly,
the alliance of the Nepali Congress and
the CPN (UML) shares the responsibility
of promulgating the new constitution,
However, the UCPN (Maopist) led
alliance - that includes the Madhesi
parties — also wants its role in power
sharing and opposes a majority-based
constitution. The draft committee would
have prepared the first draft of the new
constitution by this time, had it settled
all its disputes with consensus. The
date of January 22, 2015 is now agreed
upon by all the parties to deliver a new
constitution.

It is not clear whether the elected
parties will overcome their political
differences to achieve this goal. Past
attermpts to draft a new constitution
have repeatedly failed because of
disagreements about the creation of
federal states and the distribution of
power between these and the central
government in Kathmandu.

The main characteristic of federalism
is decentralization of power. Nepal has
huge hydropower potentials and there is
a risk and possibility of the emergence
of separatist voices in case of unequal
economic distribution. Geographically,
there should be no fewer than six
provinces — most of them will be directly
connected with international barders.
If these provinces established incognito
relations with the neighboring countries,
the central government will be in a
vulnerable state. The meeting of the
Forum of Federal States that 1ook place
in India a few months ago came to the
conclusion that Nepal should not jump
into federalism right awa

Mep.ﬂ's economy Jepends largely
on tourism and foreign aid. Continued
political  instability and factional
squabbles have prevented successive
governments  from  deciding and
implementing clear policy programs,
Nepal shares borders with China in the
north and with India in the south, east
and west. Recently, China tightened
security inside Tibet, along the border

with Nepal, as a stratepy for containing
Tibet's fight for greater independence.
Subsequently, border management and
information sharing has emerged as the
key areas of collaboration between the
two states, for which the Nepalese police
received financial incentives, training
and equipment from China. In return for
its cooperation, Nepal, an impoverished
nation of 30 million, which for years has
relied on aid, trade and investment from
India, has found a new benefactor.
Traditionally, the people of Nepal
would go to India for higher education,
as the Indo-Nepal border is open and the
nationals of both countries are free to
live and work in either country, Nepal's
economy has enormously benefited from
the surge in India's economy. However,
in recent years, the increasing dominance
of Maocism in Nepal's domestic politics
along with the strengthening economic
and political influence of China has
forced the MNepalese government to
gradually formalize its ties with India.
There is a great deal of public
disappointment with the well-known
political parties, which have remained
deeply divided on the issue of power-
sharing that derailed the process of
taking the country forward. If the political
parties fail to institutionalize Nepal's
transformation from a monarchial to
a secular federal republic soon, one
cannot rule out the emerpence of a new

political power.
Given the level of political
fragmentation, many analysts are

skeptical of whether the new assembly
will be successful in carrying out its task,
Some political actors want a federal
structure based on ethnic lines. But
others o suchasyﬂem arguing that
it woul discriminatory arﬁ hamper
economic trade. As such, Nepal, with its
more than 100 ethnic groups, could go
back to where it was in 2008 if a political
consensus is not reached. &

The writer is an HR professional and
a freefance contributor. She writes on
social and cultural issues,
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to improve cross-border energy trade
that can meet the energy needs of
all members, Presently, cross-border
energy trade is done at a very small

scale and is limited to Bhutan, India
and Mepal.
SAARC was set up to defuse

regional conflicts, promote cultural
and economic cooperation between
member states and improve the lot of
the people of this region through greater
cooperation in all areas of economic
growth as well as cultural development.
Critics say that the performance of
SAARC, founded with the goal of
moving  towards a European-style
union, is still far below the expectation,
having deeper ramifications for small
countries such as Bhutan.

Bhutan, a largely agrarian economy
with a few roads, little electricity and
no modern hospitals, needs significant
assistance from other members of
SAARC to progress. The rugged terrain
of the country poses a great challenge
to infrastructural development. Luckily,
over the past decade, Bhutan's economy
has showed satisfactory progress
in  which inter-regional  economic
cooperation, particularly trade with
Bangladesh and India, has played a
significant role. However, it still needs
energy supplies and connections to
global markets. Despite a free trade
pact among SAARC countries in force
since 2006, high tariffs and curbs on
movement limil intra-trade.,

Since SAARC member states have
failed 1o accelerate inter-regional trade
for which infrastructure development
is a prerequisite, China is stepping in
to provide funds for building roads
and other network facilities. China
has promised $30 billion for building
roads in South Asia over five years, and
also suggested increasing the trade to
$150 billion over the same period. [t
is pertinent to mention that China had
applied for full membership of SAARC
some time back - a move opposed by
India. The promises made by China
can be of great benefit to countries like
Bhutan provided India does nol oppose
thenm.

In the 18th SAARC summit, the
top items of the agenda were three
connectivity agreements on road, rail
and enerpy. However, only one
the energy—could be signed. The
remaining two, it was decided, would
be discussed again in three months.
Critics believe that Pakistan's excuse
of requiring more time for completing
the “internal process” was a reaction
to India’s unwillingness to starl the
bilateral dialogue. It is obwvious that
even if Pakistan gets ready for these
connectivity  agreements, it would

only be considered or signed aiter six
manths when SAARC foreign ministers
meel.

Besides the non-signing of the
two agreements, there was no major
breakthrough at the 18th summit.
There were no worthwhile decisions on
the flow of investments and financial
arrangements to push the economies
towards deeper regional integration,

even elevate its observer status in the
organization, India is resisling pressure
from its SAARC neighbours with
respect to China under the argument
that SAARC has vet to achieve internal
cohesion and consolidation.

India's unexpressed fears are on two
counts. As a full member, China will get
the velo power in SAARC's affairs where
decisions are taken unanimously. China

Bhutan, a largely agrarian economy with a
few roads, little electricity and no modern

hospitals, needs si

cant assistance from

other members of SAARC to progress. The
rugged terrain of the country poses a great
challenge to infrastructural development.

which was projected as the main theme
of the summit. Undoubtedly, SAARC's
activities have been sluggish and
irritatingly slow. Though India described
the 18th summit as a “success,” the
fact remains that except an agreement
on energy sharing there was no
breakthroughs—the  Indians  failed
to clinch even the key connectivity
proposals.

For Bhutan, there were many
disappointments. Though the
Kathmandu Declaration lists a lot
of lofty goals like developing “"blue
ecanomy” (ocean-based economy) for
the region, monitoring cybercrimes,
good governance, reinforcing cultural
heritage, universal health coverage
and food security, it remains o be
seen how effective the actions and
implementation on  these  promises
would be.

lhe  Kathmandu  Declaration
accepted that observer countries may
be f-ngﬂgﬁd in "demand-driven priority
areas”, It is a fact that almost all of
India's neighbors are attracted to China,
both for the lure of greater economic
resources as well as for the stralegic
potential of keeping India in "balance'.
China has also been keen to play a
greater role in South Asia as its policy is
driven by a sense of vulnerability inTibet
and Xinjiang, the growing potential of
a 1.6 billion-strong South Asian market
and its own trade and maritime interests
in the Indian Ocean. India is prepared
for an intensive economic engagement
with China at the bilateral level but is
not ready to open its strategic space
in the region for Chinese presence
and influence. It is not too happy to
admit China as a SAARC member or

may therefore block projects that may
offer strategic and economic advantages
to India. Adter all, China restrained the
Asian Development Bank and lately
even Japan from supporting projects in
India's northeastern state of Arunachal
Pradesh. China is also opposing Indian
oil exploration projects in what it
considers disputed waters off Vietnam in
the South China Sea. India is concerned
that as a dialogue partner, China could
breach SAARCS solidarity if it conflicts
with  the organization’s perceived
economic and strategic interests, as it
did with ASEAN in 2012,

India seems w be gearing
integrate its neighbours even in the
tace of the Chinese challenge as well as
resistance from Pakistan, Indian officials
have been informally sending out a
message that Modi is on a fast train of
regional cooperation. Those whao will
join him are welcome and those who
do not may wait for the next train. How
far Modi will succeed in this approach
remains to be seen. This is the scenario
in which countries like Bhutan have 1o
face uncedainties within SAARC, The
Pak-China strategy to minimize the role
of India within South Asia and India‘s
efforts to counter it would pose mare
challenges for SAARC to fulfill the hope
and promises of small member states.
However, many believe that this tug of
war may bring more benefits to them as
China will pour huge funds to win them
over 1o implement its future designs of
having an upper hand in the region. i

The writers, partners in law firm
Huzaima & tkram, are adjunct faculty
members at the Lahore University of
Management Sciences.

SOUTHASIA * JANUARY 205 2T



NEIGHBOR IRAN

e CosmmaEnscafion s FA'«1'1.||

W ovelioping ool diplodniod s

relatioim. Uinioatunatedy, tow Iian ang
e L nitedd Sakes, drong® Cosmmuinealion
Ak o e i bomge shol | A e or stickang
posnt o the relitioos betwern both
cosniries 1s thal they are predominen by
handies] by othesr coumtries. Switoeslanc
hoddh ths reme 1or Arsenicas . il
sty L v bk Pkt Do takaon charps
ol brany's relakiones weth thae LS,

i the alrence of clesr and offec e
el b of Coaviauere Flsm, i FendiBasdy
Eluat ped akbord Betveern both couinbied= can
bes st i, Ui thee condrany, elpalomd
tir have been oipndficantly  hamgenedd
amid this sbags m sel for an unsposen
e ]| el

Siiwe olfon Bhan i, Ber LS. Gnd
bram b o cthas i Last 1 nely o
Heme inclinec] cades of Communecation
bo iy This & parficidarky
unfoeunate s  dpbormabe pelabeee
betwren the Cosndress 3o a% Lar back &
1856, Neverthebisa,  maintainarg - stroms
B Pom emonpid as the ool of g
hair andd musd B e ksl in an etliciend
FANTHE.

It & il o ok  ghee
bnpotande of bobiding bewdkaes betwoen
b Al the L1S willdsd los LB O
s e of Rlamer Stale oultaascy 0
e pegion., The B B o group of Sunm
Mamdins wl lhave been in coidlict with
Irain's Shdibe comnmumnidy SOF Imumy v
TFaced wilh thin reevie Bheeal, the L1S, b
taibexl 10 dmBend] sogypoet oF Cooelinali
widh lean in coembating the 5 militnt
Ty Bhex e onlbrary, Proesdenit Basack © 4
has oy indimectly commiunicated wih
bran o tackde the Cris

Ir a sieve e e, Bl LS, B, bnosoen e
respicr b, atrictly uphwld s loyalbies and
|'II!||! al L ot ety
Hwie dlesare WO sBick B Elebr (a1l [
relabicem

b,

C oA e
i |i||,l'l Wik K b
Bcsthy ¢ mimliies,

Fowr iwbanee, lran’s nelations wills ik
reefphiior Sema lune caimed the LS 1o
raee i eyebooas and Bake 3 backsea
o strevipihen L. Adthougsh ban shares
a relipoes aftmety with Syrian ndin,
fhwix LIS, wisdmas b Lkt with & oo doni
of amecetabndy  and ool Tha!
il clmiinind Mo bissin  accoebirabed Iy
Aumirica s wiklimgeness 8o fumd andl Brain
prospe o lopple B Svnan dectaiordhip
As a resailt, fran's redipious Dnk wibh Syna
amd the LSS nflexible atimisle hove
comphicated  melations  betwern  bith
ErRMMries

Dmpitis thae shoeborae of chifiest thad
B |.I|I_|'_l thire s 3 beuicosy ol ||--_|r|'
which ookl sabvape B between Iran
annd phae LS A L oty of students
Browin Bean aliehy At Aanencan waniverbies
and e fipuns have deibled sinee
N, Linforfunately, this achantape ha

Ve

8 METERE = § A% LY i

il s capetalisieg o Mordomaer, e
oy O sduchenby Opsrabes iher o shrct
wid feppme which poenbally frstrdes
chybiimal s Bl

Conspauently, bean aned the U5 anp
comrbinly sanpended betwesn g wnies
o pesir=s wine b hove bewn avendhosidonssd
Eey a trachtion of silmce,

Anolfer  prisaing conoem s e
unviichng coadloek in the s beir alls.
A cheaillivg: was wd for MNoaeanlay 24
MO0 Hosvevern, Bhet spoCher of il
b privions, deliberationn has imgacod
e, Momesceern, the mee ol the S in
fray and the emenence of mkcmants
whio winh 1o thwant 2 potential e lesr

|
Hﬁ_""-\_h_

agreeril o Al woskens= redabicrs

Thee reypobiation jaoceds has R L]
s with cormtant delavs, Adthough
i e Hhee neeclodr Balks ai &
s o b kel Brscipees, Betveeen both
counbnes, this n othing more than a
ey poribe. (i e ey Basid, beii
shiares similar goals with the L5

Unihgertasnashicty, Dodly  Cosndngs ang
unabibis 10 join hands and divolop a
sl lade Wy forwand duee b G osiriis of
poliical factom, For mstance, Aanetica
and Iran are unable 0 oo oy
and braingorm a sohdion 1o defeat the
13 CRIIE B TR LIS, Crmmibnsel 0 oust
e Svruan ciglafordig

Famthsirmisoee Frimickayl  CRuina
has checikend o 1ake ||-|a'--I||l|- LI
canetuel by sl waabculily, With naouenting
cerranck 3o et nd of Syria’s dictascesbigs
thir eveernce of  strowiger  LLS-hean
felationrt coailld wnd a2 powerdul Giwd
tomisatal  contraiciony  inesape.  In

|
OO Hars."

The nuclear agreement may not be the most L 4
"

L.
-

r‘ﬂ

i * o’
-

effective means of bui d‘_r:g;:ridgﬂ between the

By Taha Kehar ' i

U.5. and Iran.



order 1o avoid further uncertainty, the
LIS, prosident has sdopied a wctic that
will pot adhversely impact the country's

It i atscy wickely baelsmasd that several
decades of misrust have produced a
network of doubds that weighs heavily
on nuclear ik The mesmorses of the
1979 hlamic Revolutan in lran and e
hostage situation in the LS. Emibuasiy
aris still afresh. For thedr pan, the people
of Iran have not forgotion America’s

wholehearted suppont for the 1953 coup
bt o ey e st Abohuminsed
Mcssackeg, As a resalt, relations between
tha o Cowsiilrbes oo 1o have oached
a poing of o et

For the past 14 yean, the LS, has
made comident effots 9 rectify the
damage. However, it has simultanecoly
hetghtened pressune on fan by imposing
LTI il:l:l' Wﬂ.:l"-lnﬁ. miln'L.:I:I:.-l1
prougs, backing anti-bu g
e hesteanl hunullri'gi'ru-nﬂum

e fewmini L-‘.'_i?.,;:'u| Prisichenil

Cororpar H e Fepabod  afempt.
b spew hatred  apaina  Ian,  he
simublaneously wought 1o mend ties with
the cowntry. He reversd the decision
0 not participate In the nuchoar
Ealls. Hie abio sl hs socrsliny
of siabe Condolperra  Rice
o restoe LS. diplomatic

presende i bran,
i 1 Loy e, with

e artival  of  President  Olbama,
hentilithes from bam's poditical leadenhip
threatened 10 open a Pandor's Box. The
LS peoesident had  growing concems
over e OOy muchoar | copacity
and was particularly displeased at the
detenibion of Amerdcan cllisers an Ian.
As Obama’s fird stint in power drew o
A close, sanction an bran were grachsally
e,

Thsr appcintrsent of Fuassan Roubani
i lran's prosident was 3 major tuming
il 10 v Ciadriia 10 (owber stiodghor
relatiorns with lran, The LIS,
imstiabed discumslons with lran in 2003
a.rh']ll.l.hﬂ,rnﬂl} b epoEalE Of
any s noc bear 1.

However, It is important o recall
that diplomiatic pelathorm can only B
unﬂ;rml il a holistic appeoach s
acdoptod. Relying solely on a nuclear
:ﬁmu may ol b the most

mear. 5 build bridges, This
B predominantly becase both sides
kit pu" ot ol sty arrangerieiiy il
comurative ease, On the contrary, both
bt should bury the haschet and e
thie uncestainty by developing stronger
ok of  Commmeic L ily than
can the sumbling blocks which have
vinsdermidied thes betwesn lran aid (he
LIS b owercome. 15

The writer is & poet and author, He is
& Live prasclute of SCIAS,

MATEAE L+ it Ay 3o 28




India struggles with caste-based discrimination despite its advancements
in other fields.

or centuries, India’s civil society

has been governed by its age-old
caste system; a hierarchy of social
classifications that defines different
Broups « of people by confining them Lo
- .HII 0 l.'_LI!I |.1|r-r|5 '. r-||lr-|r'-' [H'ill 'IIZ II.II-H

of, religion has virtually nothing to
with rh:\ framework: rather, it is an
organization that is governed mostly by
custom and which is imposed sc rnli'-

By Mahrukh Farooq

as well as economically on India’s
inhabitants.

The designation of caste, to a great
extent, influences the opportunities made
AV ||_:I|_|'|I_J to [_'th‘r_lll_flli:' i_‘lc_4|1_r|'|l'5'|ir.'|g o a |‘I'_P-.-'|."|';'F

vell as the ability of such people

¥ .'.-'sl'ﬂ.'q [ siich Qppo [nitios.

o a re |'H'r|T released by the
|I‘|Tr'|’|1'|||-.||‘|r'l| Labor Organization (ILC)

titled, “Equality at Work: The Continuing

Challenge” (2011}, the poverty rate for
Dalits — a group of people traditionally
regarded as outcastes or ‘untouchables’
in Indian society — is almost twice the
rate for ‘”'H'-‘ rest of the 1F"'|l ition, which
are 65.8% and 33.3%, re l_"|_h|-'|"'
This is a result of limitations of access h'-
cerfain types of jobs, wage gaps when
compared to other |-u|1-ul'|t|-.m BIOLIpS
and distinction between castes in terms




of access to quality education.
Cralits lie at the bottom rung of India’s

social ladder. According o a report
developed by the Human Rights Watch
titled, “Cleaning Human Waste: ‘Manual
Scavenging’, Caste and [Discrimination
in India” (2014), Dalits have been
“traclitionally  limited to livelihoods
viewed as deplomble or deemed
too menial by higher caste groups -
including as manual scavengers, leather
workers and cobblers, among others.”
Maore importantly, this kind of distinction
categorizes them as ‘polluted’ and hence
‘untouchable’ and even justifies some
level of discrimination against them. As a
result, members of the Dalit community

are meted out the worst Kind of treatment
including  being  denied community
waler, being banned from entering shops,
being denied services of local barbers
and being excluded from temples to the
point of even being served tea in separate
cups. Consequently, many Dalits have
few other options for livelihood and are
ultimately forced to resort to ‘'manual
scavenging’ — the removal and cleaning
of human waste — as a source of income,
This, in tum, further contributes to the
unjust treatment doled out to members
of the Dalit community, thus creating a
vicious cycle,

Children of Dalits also face immense
discrimination at the hands of both
teachers and fellow students. According
w a report developed by the United
Nations  Development  Programme
and UN Solution Exchange {(Gender
Community of Practice), titled, “Report
of Mational Round Table Discussion on
Social Inclusion of Manual Scavengers,
New Delhi® 2012, the owner of
a Gujarat-based prassroots  Dalit
arganization, Marlin Macwan, poinls
out that in Gujarat, nearly 70% to 80%
of children from Dalit communities drop
out of schoal before they even reach the
seventh grade. Discrimination against
such children ranges from being made
to sit on the far side of the classroom to
not being allowed to touch the utensils
belonging to an uppercaste student.
If any of these rules are violated, these
children are treated 1o severe beatings al
the hands of their teachers.

Though various policies and laws
are in place in India’s constitution which
outlaw unfair practices based on caste
for the purpose of safeguarding the rights
of members of the Dalit community,
discrimination continues to exist. In fact,
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989,
does not even include Muslim and
Christian Dalits. Therefore, they are not
provided the same level of protection
that Hindu Dalits are provided under the
same Act. Similarly, while the Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955, prohibits the
obstruction of access o communily
water on the basis of caste, many
Dalits are left without any right to use
clean drinking water. The Prohibition of
Employment as Manual Scavengers and
Their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, prohibits
any person, local authority, or agency
from ‘engaging or employing” a ‘manual
scavenger’, While this law, theoretically,
is in effect, in practice, however, the
results are yet to be seen,

Apart from the ineffectivencss of
laws, there are many other barriers that
restrict Dalits from leading normal lives.
Dalits involved in the occupation of
manual scavenging found themselves

unable to leave their jobs out of their
own free will. The ones who did manage
o leave faced threats and harassmen
from their owners. In addition, many of
these Dalits were banned from accessing
land-based resources, resulting in many
of them to either sell off their livestock or
leave altogether. In the case of any crime
committed, Dalits are vulnerable o poor
treatment on behalf of the police in the
form of rebuffs and refusals to register
and investigate complaints.

Many political leaders and members
of povemment have come forward
o decry the existence of caste-based
discrimination and have even called for
its immediate elimination from society.
Yet, in spite of all this, little has been
done to alleviate the suffering of Dalits
in India and they continue o endure
injustice at the hands of others.

There have been many povernment
programs launched to help transform
India’s human waste management system
and ultimately help Dalits find alternate
livelihoods. Many of these programs
include sanitation schemes that aim to
help modemize the country's sewerage
disposal system. In addition, there have
been a number of rehabilitation schemes
that aspire to initiate programs that put an
end to the practice of manual scavenging
and help promote other altermative
means of livelihood for members of the
Dalit community.

However, the only means possible by
which India can hope o make inroads
into alleviating the suffering of members
of the Dalit community is by spreading
awareness amongst the public with
regard to the importance of Dalit rights
and by empowering Dalits to reach out
and change their status in society, The
civil society in India is already making
leaps and bounds in terms of improving
the life standards of members of the
Dalit community through awareness
campaigns, protests and rallies. Many
have, according to the Human Rights
Watch, “piloted pender and market
sensitive vocational training. Successiul
programs include cell phone repair,
driving, computer training, furmniture
construction, tailoring, fruit selling, and
shoe making.”

Ihe povernment can take inspiration
from civil society when it comes to
working towards the improvement of
life standards for members of the Dalit
community. It can help fund such
programs and thereby speed up the
process, ultimately helping Dalits reach
their goal of a better life for themselves
as well as their children much faster. &

Ihe writer is an assistant editor at Slogan
and has an interest in advertising, media
and public refations.
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Rula Ghani's understanding of the predicament of Afghan

womenfolk is not superficial.

By faverta Shakal
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to safer places. Estimates put the
number of IDPs at over 750,000. The
majority of the IDPs decided to settle
in the wrban areas of the country.
Shocked at the way these people were
torced to live, Rula joined a non-

government organization Aschiana
that worked for improving the lives o
street children.

After working quietly for Aschiana
for many years, Rula came into
the spotlight when Ashraf Ghani
announced that he would contest the
presidential elections. Her presence
at some public meetings surprised
many. Rula also attended and chaired
conferences  that  addressed  the
problems faced by womenfolk in

Afghanistan.

Being a prominent and vocal
worman  in a conservative  Afghan
society can have its own downsides,
Ever since Rula made her first public
appearance with her husband, she
has been criticized for a number of
reasons. First, it was her religious
background that drew a lot of
disparaging comments. Mohammad
Maohageq, the deputy to Ashraf Ghani's
rival candidate Dr. Abdullah Abdullah,
called Rula “a foreigner, out of touch
with a Muslim society,” while Balkh
Governor Atta Mohammad Noor said
that Ghani's children and wife were
not Afghans. She was also criticized
for her alleged suppont for the French
government’s ban on veil.

However, both Rula and Ashraf
Ghani were not cowed by the hostile
statements. When he was elecled
president, Ashraf Ghani thanked his
wife in his inaugural speech. In a
society where women are considered
non-entities, this was lauded as an
unprecedented move by the national
and international media. By setting up
an office in the presidential palace,
Rula has proved that she will not be
a dormant first lady. But, at the same
time, she also seems cognizant of
her limitations. She has hinted that
her endeavors will not clash with the
traditional values of Afghan society.
"There is a saying in Arabic that every
situation must be considered based
on the realities on the ground. | can
talk in some places freely, but not in
others," she said in an interview to the
BBC.,

Despite the fact that she does
not belong to Afghanistan, Rula has
proved time and again that she truly
understands the predicament of
womenfolk in Afghanistan and that
her understanding of their problems
is not superficial. In one of her
statements, she commended Afghan
women for the courage with which
they went about their daily lives and
raised their families in highly turbulent
times, especially during the Taliban
regime. Rula is determined to utilize
her role as the ‘bano aval” (first lady)
to strengthen the position of Afghan
women, "All | want is to let women
know that | will be there to support
and encourage them when they sel
out to do something,” Rula said, &

The writer is assistant editor at
Southasia. She focuses an issues af
political and social interest,
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the registration of informal farmers
Eroups.

Today, there are several initiatives
assisting  farmers  with  cooperative
ventures, such as the Youth Business
Cooperative (YBC), whose core business
is vegetable marketing in Thimphu,

the capital of Bhutan. *The YBC has

planned an organized marketing system
for vepelable growers in the country
by linking markets with YBC stores and

What is Cooperative Farming

Cooperative farming is creating shared
farming venlures 1o address commaon
challenges and provide mutual benelt.

A cooperative business is delned by three
major standards, 11 s owned by ils
members, those participating in the business,
nod by outside sharcholders or investors. [
is governed by jts members. Each member
of the business has a vole In major business
decisions and m electing representatives o
oflcers. It exists for member benelt, not
prolt for outside shareholders. Any prolis
are distributed equitably among members
In addition, cooperatives operate according
1o internationally recognized core principles
and values, which include operating as an
aulonomous organization, investing in the
training and cducation of their members,
and supporting other cooperatives and the
community. While cooperatives have an
imporiant ole in farming, not all
collaborative efforts meet those criterna
Buying a seed drill with neighboring farms,
sharing & delivery van to a nearby city, or
even running & farm together need not he
classiled or operated as a cooperalive in
order to provide fair and mutoal benelt

lo those involved. Cooperative farming
explores a variety of [rameworks to work
logether 4s a group,

Source; A Creemhovrs Geloehook Dy Fallly Githen

collection centers. With the YBC engaging
in the vegetable marketing program for
ning items, selling vegetables should no
more be a problem for farmers,” said
Rinzin Morbu, the project manager of the
YBC. “Many small farmers find it quite
expensive to take their produce to markets
located in towns. But now farmers will
nol have 1o wait o sell their products or
be disappointed if they are unable to sell
i," he said.

Initiatives such as the YBC aim to
create employment and  reduce  the
import of vepetables. They pive a high
priority 1o roping in farmers as their main
suppliers. However, 1o bring down the
cost of vegetables that are not available
in the country, the YBC has planned
to make bulk purchases through the
Food Corporation of Bhutan and sell
them at a minimum profit to make
vegetables affordable. “We will make
vegetable affordable in Thimphu without
compromising the quality and supply,”
Morbu explained. “The only reason why
people are losing interest in growing
vegetables is because of lack of market. If
the YBC takes up the marketing, it could
revive vegetable cultivation.”

Cooperative farming also empowers
women who do nat have a steady source

of income. Women say their engagement
in cooperatives and farmer groups has
given them a sense of independence and
confidence. They are able to contribute
to their family and household expenses,
educate their children and run their daily
chores. The secunty of having their own
income has empowered many women
who never dreamed that their daily
chores would generate income.

Karma Choeni Dema, 44, is one
such woman. Chairman of the Shershong
Cn::npﬁrnl_i*.-{- N Mongar, Karma eamns
about $100-120 every month from the
milk and dairy products that she sells to
the cooperative, The income supports her
children’s education. She also invested
her *.-..wlrlga to start a poultry farm, which
brings in an additional $100 in a good
month. “I am seli-sufficient and don't
depend on anyone,” Karma said. “l make
enough money to send all my children 1o
school.” After leaving an alcoholic and
abusive husband, she enjoys working for
her community and doesn't look back.
She says her dream is to help develop her
community and improve the quality of
life for rural women. As the chainvoman
of her cooperative, she represents her
community as the project officer and
the livestock office in Mongar. Karma
15 one of the many beneficianes of a
project II'|l|'.I-|F'I‘|'iF'I'IIH'.| by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forests (MoAF) and the
Linited Mations Development Program
{UNDP). Cooperatives in Bhutan existed
as early as the 1960s but they were
informal community groups which did
not generate income. According to the
UNDF by 2012, the opportunities for
generation of income and employment
had increased in the targeted poor areas.
In 2013, the UNDP allocated $120,000
o enhance food security in Bhutan by
promoting  water saving  lechnologies,
improving  crop  vields and  forming
cooperatives and farmers groups.

Cooperative  farming  is  hugely
beneficial for Bhutanese famers. While
govemment  patronage  has  largely
popularized the practice in the country,
efforts must now be made to establish a
national agricultural federation that gives
a voice to Bhutanese farmers and present
their interests  before  policy  makers.
Though the majority of the Bhutanese
people live as farmers, there is no
institution to address their problems and
needs. This gap must be filled in order to
cresite a nationwide grassroots movement
in the country so that farmers eventually
leam to sustain themselves and can
create economic opportunities for the
rural population. &

The weriter is a freelance journalist who
conirilbutes regularly to various leading
publications,
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BOOK REVIEW

Rise and

Fall of
Kalat

Book Title: Remotely Colonial:
History and Politics in
Balochistan

Author:  Nina Swidler

Publisher: Oxford University
Press

Pages: 336, Hardback

Price: Rs.995

ISBN: 8780199068654

Reviewed by 5.G. Jilanee

n 1963, Dr. Nina Swidler visited
l Sharna, a distant village in Balochistan
where she saw a tribal sardar holding

an assembly on his lawn, Surrounded
by tribesmen sitting on the ground,
the sardar was dispensing tribal justice
even though there was a judicial system
functioning in the country and the sardar
had no legal authority to do so. The
incident kindled Swidler's professional
interest as an anthropologist in the
history and culture of the local people.

Remotely Colonial is the result of
her painstaking research,  Profusely
annotated, the 300-page book, including
a 30-page introduction, is an in-depth
stucdy of the history and politics of
Balochistan, with particular reference
to the Kalat state because of its peculiar
relationship with British India.

The author explains her choice of the
fascinating title to describe a ‘colony’
located far away from the seat of
paramount power, where the British had
little physical presence as their interest
was limited to ensuring that the colony
was able to meet the cost of its security.
Far removed from the seat of power in
Calcutta, Balochistan was the ideal
example of remote colonialism. The
British government's physical presence
was confined to Quetta. Kalat — by being
at the farthest end of the province — was
simply out of their reach.

The situation hasn't changed much.
As the author writes, *Balochistan
remains remote to most Pakistanis, who
know it primarily as the impoverished
backwater of the country. Similarly,
Fakistan remains a distant place for
those Baloch who have never traveled
beyond the provincial borders.” At best,
Fakistanis only know that there is a
brewing insurgency in the province and
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the army is engaged in putting it down.
For all else it could be another country.

The chapter ‘Kalat before the
British' traces the history of Balochistan,
beginning from the arrival of the first
settlers in the 7th century BC. More
migrants came during the 16th century, A
pattern of social structure evolved “with
such fascinating institutions as shadi-
ghum — the obligation to participate in
the good and bad times, to share joy and
sorrow at all levels, from the life cries of
the family to the defence of tribal land
and honor.” In the early 19th century, the
port af Sonmiani in Lasbela was a centre
of trade and industry, “specializing in the
production of cloth and carpets.” From
here, “dyestuffs and hides were exported
o Muscal.”

The chapter on political space deals
with the areas that shared borders with
Kalat such as Iran (international border)
and Kharan, Makran, Chagai, etc. (local
borders). The status of Kalat itself was that
of a “tributary chiefdom” under which
the sardars owed allegiance to the Khan.
The British acknowledged the Khan of
Kalat as “the ruler of an independent
state” but a political agent was posted
in Kalat and the agent general could
summaon the Khan to Quetta for meetings.
Relations between the Khan of Kalat
and the British government remained
strained throughout the 36-vear reign
of Mir Khudadad Khan, until the AGG,
lames Browne, forced him to abdicate
in favor of his son in 1893. Having seen
his father's humiliation, Mir Mahmud
Khan, the son of Mir Khudadad, had
learnt his lessons and declined to rule.
This increased the British government's
interference  in the affairs of Kalat,
including the appointment of a “political
adviser.”

Relations were further exacerbated in
1905 when some deserters of the Khan of
Kalat's army moved into the cantonment
and sought British protection. They were
pursued by the loval troops of the Khan
and as they took shelter in a post office,
a clash broke out in which a Levies
soldier was  killed., Meanwhile, the
British drained the Khan's treasury step
by step by increasing the amount of the
existing charges and impaosing new ones
IN various sectors.

in another chapter, the author
gives a detailed description of a jirga
with some interesting examples of
how it functioned, the institution of
the paramilitary force of Leviesand
the jirga-Levies system representing a
“contradictory melding of tribal practice
and colonial rule.” Also discussed in the
chapter are issues relating to the tussle of
Kalat with the sardars of Jhalawan and
Sarawan besides the succession conflicts
among the Mengals.

Slavery was another issue  the

British povernment had to  grapple
with. According to British estimates,
in 1911 there were 17,800 slaves in
Kalat of whom 9,300 were female.” A
whole chapter has been devoted to a
discussion that reveals many a startling
fact, such as the purchase of “one half
a leg of a woman for Rs.25 and a whole
leg for Rs.50" and what that entailed.
The British, though they discouraged
the practice, did not intervene except in
cases where a slave escaped into British
India.

Ahmad Yar Khan became the ruler of
Kalatin 1933. He continued his efforts to
get Kalat recognized as an independent
state, different from other native states
— without success. Meanwhile, the
Government of India Act 1935 changed
the complexion of Balochistan's politics
as both the Congress under Mahmood
Khan Achakzai and the Muslim League
under Qazi Isa vied for political space.

Shortly before independence, Ahmad
Yar Khan declared independence but
later, under threat of military action,
acceded to Pakistan in 1948. The One
Unit in 1955 sparked resistance which
was put down by military force, In 1960,
the representatives of the insurgents and
the government “met to end hostilities”
after which they were arrested and
hanged. Even the Khan was put under
house arrest and taken to Lahore.

However, insurgency and armed
opposition to the povernment of Pakistan
has continued for all these years.

Literature on Balochistan is scarce,
Most Fakistanis are stll as “woefully
misinformed about  Balochistan™  as
David Fell, an officer of the Khan freed
after negotiating with the representatives
of the Pakistan povernment on behalf of
Kalat.

Remotely Colonial is a treasure trove
of rare information about Balochistan,
Swidler treats every lopic in minute
detail — politics, life, culture, the sardari
system, the importance of the jirga,
slavery, insurgency and so forth. /49

The writer is a senior political analyst
and former editor of Southasia.
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= == Elected for the second time, President Chandrika-Bandaranaike Kumaratunga

Ji nuanl, 2000

Excerpts from an interview of former

Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga,

published in Southasia in January, 2000

| “Ninety per cent of dell
people do not want war”

discusses her future plans in an exclusive interview with SOUTHASIA's

Colombo correspondent, Lucien Rajakarunanayake, just before the election.

SOUTHASIA: Why did you decide to
seek a fresh mandate al this time?

Presidenl  Chandrika Rurmaralunga:
What vou want o know & whw | thought of
seeking a fresh rnandate so carly..

Yes, more than one yvear ahead of the
scheduled time,

Yes, it 15 well ahead of the expected time
Meost govemments choosa to 'hald elections
at a time they believe s most propitious 1o
them, which they are permilted o do under
democratic rules and practice. We have
won seven provincial council elections after
tour vears in oftice-and into our fifth year in
BOVErTIMEDNE O W '.||I'J:.lgl'|1 we are sirong
enough to go into a presidential election and
later on into partiameniany elections

How do you assess vour governmenl's
performance in the past five years vis-a-vis
the pledges that vou as chief of the People's
Alliance gave to the pfnp-]c in 19947

| believe that we have sdccessfully
implemented the tasks entrusted to us by
the people, These are the wiping out of State
terror, re-establishment of democratic rule,
strenpthening of human rights, ensurir g
o'y freedom, media Irﬁ*:|u||1 and s [||
important matters,

Second ks the economy. This involved
building a stwong economy out of one that
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wiis completely destroved i every sense of
the word, Hhink we have already finished the
major portion of that task, that of formulating
a clear econamic visior.

I'hven to dreaw up annual action plans and
thereatter 1o find the wherewithal, especially
the finances and various ditferent skills, that
was required to implement these action
olans. | think we have done that successfilly,
and we are continuing .||c'.-|1;_Ja that path. We
Hine prioriny
ecanarmic fundamentals, while engaging in
a very costly and destructive war,

AIvEn ] &.trr_'nrl‘-.hu ling  the

There s a teelng that under your
stewardship  as  Fimance  minsler,  the
counlry's economy has suffered.

Mo, definitely not. | would say that i
it has suffered, it Is only in having had to
underpo the difficulties of being pulled
out of total destruction into which it was
plunged by the last povernment. We have
strengthened the tu nclamentals, while a war
is going on. We have brought in a very strict
tinancial discipline, There is now a very stricl
managernent of the economy al the |z
ol povernimeant. We have been able 1o [lmit
waastage to a great extent. Corruption too has
been reduced 1o a considerable extent at the
top level, and | believe that this is what really
matters mosk for an EC0ON0DTY

This i much more important than the
corruption at the lower levels, though that is
also unacceptable. But, what is most serious
tor the economy & coruption. Corruption al
the top rampant under the previous regime,
has: nowy heen done on the one hand |',|':'
nsisting on transparency 0 all econdmic
claalis 1925, ncluding tender procedres, and
on he other, by insisting on nol devial it
fro tender  procedures,  and
thiredly, by my own personal intervention, al
the cost of spending many hours to epsure
that irregularities are stoppecd. 1 reckon that,
wi nave been able tosave more than s,
| () billion a year, by reduci np corruption at
the lap bessed ls alone. Here | anly talk af the

accepted

bip tenders and not the smaller ones. We
have definitely been able to strenpthen the
econcmy. The proof & in the fact that our
economy has held up strongly while much
stronger economies have been crashing all
around us, in East Asia and elsewhers,

The appreciation we have received trom
serious and imporlant organisations such as
the: Warld Bank, Asian Development Bank;
the IMF and many investrent analysts also
o o confirm this fact

| wionld honestly say, we have been able
to reduce it to say by 50 to 60 per cent. But,
certainiy at the other levels it still exists and
we have to attack thatfd
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17 February 2015, Marriot Hotel Karachi
4th International Multi-Modal Transportation,
Logistics Conference
Website: www.intertranspakistan.com
E-mail: info@intertranspakistan.com
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10-12 March 2015
Pak-China Friendship Centre, Islamabad
11th Intemational Safety & Security
Exhibition & Conference
Website: www.safesecurepakistan.com
E-mail: info@safesecurepakistan.com

2015, Expo Centre Lahore
12th Edition of the Intemational Machinery
Exhibition of Garment & Textile Technology
Website: www.megatechpakistan.com
E-mail: info@megatechpakistan.com

POGEE
23 - 25 April 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
13th Intemational Exhibition for the Energy Industry
Website: www.pogee.com.pk
E-mail: info@pogee.com.pk

\f:

PPLJ‘AEST&ACK

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
13th International Plastics & Packaging
Industry Trade Fair
Websile: www.plastipac.com.pk
E-mail: info@plastipac.com.pk

PRINT

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
3rd Intemational Printing, Labeling,
Paper & Paper Converting Industry Exhibition
Website: www_plastipac.com.pk
E-mail: info@plastipac.com.pk

Pakistan

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
4th International Food, Beverages &
Hospitality Trade Fair
Website: www.foodlech.com.pk
E-mail: info@foodtech.com.pk

Pakistan <=

-

food + bev tec

1 - 3 September 2015, Karachi Expo Centre
12th Edition of the International Food, Beverage
& Packaging Technology Trade Fair
Website: www.foodtech.com.pk

E-mail: info@foodtech.com.pk




Right on Target
in Corporate PR

We work in close partnership with our clients to realise
their corporate goals.

We nurture reputations and strengthen relationships with key publics.

Over the years, we have successfully leveraged strategic
communications to develop trust and to drive business value by
building customer loyalty and aligning interests.

With a proven set of professional skills, we strategize through
multi-level platforms to help you achieve your corporate goals — and
keep you right on target where it matters.

To learn more about our services, contact us at:
20-C, Lane 12, off Khayaban-e-Ittehad, Phase |l Extension, DHA, Karachi-75500.
Tel: +9221 35313821-24, Fax: +9221 35313832 E-mail: info@cmc.com.pk
Web: www.cmc.com.pk

CNIC .

the image marketing company

CMC is an exclusive affiliate in Pakistan of Ketchum, USA, one of the world's largest and most geographically diverse
PR agencies, aperating in 70 countries and winner of the highest number of awards in the global PR industry.



