








COMMENT

Countering the Monster

It was a happy augury that representatives of all the major political parties in Pakistan found 
themselves huddled in a ten hour long meeting on Dec 23, in the aftermath of the Dec. 16 
school tragedy in Peshawar. Among them were also the Pakistan Army chief and the director 

general of the ISI. That day they whittled out a 20-point plan that was to be put into immediate 
action. Among the salient points of the plan were formation of  ‘special trial courts’ led by mili-
tary officers, reactivation of the National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA), development 
of a special anti-terrorism force and ban on print and electronic media promoting terrorism. In 
subsequent days, the Pakistan Prime Minister held several small meetings with his close associ-
ates in the cabinet and formed separate committees to handle most of the issues that had been 
highlighted in the 20-points. This resulted in the formation of a National Action Plan with an 
umbrella committee and 17 sub-working groups related to the implementation of the Action 
Plan. It is commendable that the Prime Minister and his ministers chose to at last rise from their 
slumber and go about seriously addressing the terrorism issue that has confronted Pakistan so 
acutely over the years. For a change, instead of just leaving everything to the armed forces and 
their military operation in North Waziristan, they demonstrated their willingness to sit together 
and tackle the problem head-on themselves. It was also commendable that the other political 
parties also cooperated. Imran Khan called off his Islamabad sit-in and the MQM and PPP, de-
spite having reservations about the ‘special courts,’ supported the government’s new strategy.  

The National Action Plan looks like a menu for improved governance, considering that it 
touches some very basic and significant issues and professes to strike those issues at the very 
roots. It takes into account all those factors that impact the spread of terrorism in the country 
and it intends to have mechanisms in place that would weed out the evil for good. The plan 
covers everything - armed militias, hate speeches, extremist material, finances of terrorist or-
ganizations, re-emergence of banned organizations, setting up of a counter-terrorism force, 
religious persecution, madrassah regulation, terrorist glorification by media, reforms in FATA, 
dismantling of terrorist communication networks, the worsening situation in Karachi and the 
Punjab, sectarian terrorism, the question of Afghan refugees and appropriate formulation of 
criminal justice reforms. 

It is being said by some quarters that formation of so many committees would, in the end, lead 
to nowhere and the issues would entangle the running of the committees. The very fact that the 
interior minister is heading some 11 of the committees could prove to be a self-defeating act. 
But it is also true that the terrorist threat is an existential one and needs to be tackled from all 
possible angles instead of being given a surface-deep, one-dimensional treatment. In the past, 
one serious mistake on the part of succeeding governments was that no effort was made to look 
more deeply and more comprehensively into the matter. While the present government made 
all efforts to talk to the Taliban, the latter continued with their nefarious acts of terrorism. Then 
the armed forces launched the Operation Zarb-e-Azb which served to scatter the terrorists – but 
only for a while – because they regrouped and rendered even more bloody strikes on the civil-
ian population, in some cases from across the border regions of Afghanistan.

Following the Peshawar tragedy, it is obvious that the people of Pakistan are in no mood to 
see further incidents of terrorism. For once, they are encouraged by the fact that Nawaz Sharif 
and his government are committed to their word and that the PM has, over the days since the 
massacre, demonstrated more by deed than by word, that he means business. In this he is fully 
supported by the Army which has also speeded up its operations and has brought the Afghan 
government as well as ISAF forces to cooperate in the elimination of terrorist groups. The setting 
up of special courts (read military courts) and their being headed by serving military officers 
had kicked up controversy and the view was bandied about that this was akin to imposing of 
martial law. It is good that the misconceptions in this regard have been satisfactorily removed 
and it has also been made clear to the dissenting political parties that the special courts would 
only be utilized to try terrorists and that their life would not exceed beyond two years. It is 
hoped that in the midst of all the action supported by good intentions, the enthusiasm with 
which the nation has risen to countering the challenge of terrorism would not be lost to bureau-
cratic plodding and the menace would be obliterated for all times. 

Syed Jawaid Iqbal
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Wider 
Cooperation
The GCC countries 

already have connections with 
South Asia on many levels – 
economic, cultural and, in 

the case of four South Asian 
countries, religious as well. 
It sounds all the more logical 
therefore, as your December 
cover story points out, that 
these ties should be organized 
on more productive lines and 
both regions should capitalize 
on each others’ positive points. 
Realistically speaking, it is 
true that the SAARC grouping 
has not been very successful 
due to the continuing rivalry 
between India and Pakistan – 
and the future of this regional 
association is not very 
encouraging. On the other 
hand, while the GCC was 
established with equally noble 
intentions of economic and 
political cooperation, it too 
seems to be fizzling out, what 
with the State of Qatar not 
quite following the policies of 
other nations in the grouping 
and even the emirate of Dubai, 
while it is a part of the UAE, 
pursuing a more forward-
looking economic and 
financial agenda because it is 
far ahead of the other emirates 
and neighbouring countries in 
terms of becoming a global 
financial and cultural hub. As 
such, it would be a good idea 
if the regions of SAARC and 
GCC could merge together 
into a bigger and wider zone 
of cooperation.

Shahid Kamal
Karachi, Pakistan

 
Building 
Bridges

The article ‘Dynasty 
of Another Kind’ was an 
interesting read. It is true 
that the family of Imam of 
the iconic Jamia Masjid in 
Delhi has held sway over the 
mosque from generation to 
generation. It is interesting 
though that while the Imam 
wields dynastic hold over 
the mosque, his presence 
does not benefit the Indian 
Muslims in any way and they 
continue to suffer at the hands 
of the vast Hindu majority. 
Wouldn’t it be better if the 
current Imam Bukhari opened 
bridges of communication 
with the down-trodden 
Muslims of India and 
made an effort not only to 
understand their problems 
but also to make an emphatic 

representation before the 
Indian government?

Kalbe Ali
Dehli, India

 
 
Branchless 
Banking

Of late there has been 
much activity as far as 
branchless banking is 
concerned and a number 
of brands have appeared 
in the Pakistani market that 
offer the convenience and 
access of such banking. This 
is all because cellular service 
providers and financial 

institutions have come 
together to provide the ease 
and convenience of banking 
without the person having to 
actually go to a bank. This 
is certainly the need of the 
hour. Pakistan is a country of 
about 200,000 million people 
but a very small percentage 
is served by regular banking. 
The reasons for this are many. 
Regular banking still has a 

long way to go to really cover 
the rural areas of the country, 
where at least 60 to 70 percent 
of the population resides. The 
rural inhabitant also has some 
sort of hesitation walking into 
a bank branch and he would 
rather do his or her banking 
(basically money transfers) 
through the corner general 
store. Like your interviewee, 
Nadeem Hussain, in the 
December issue of Southasia 
says, the biggest challenge 
that branchless banking faces 
is ‘lack of awareness.’ This is 
one single aspect that needs 
to be addressed with full 
force so that the benefits of 
branchless banking can reach 
more people in the country.

 
Huma Ahmed

Faisalabad, Pakistan
 

Hard realities
Yes indeed – jailed and 

then bailed! Looks like 
the golden run of Indian 
politicians like Jayaram 
Jayalalita is coming to a close. 
Madam Jayalalita may be a 
charismatic personality in her 
own right but, as they say, you 

can fool some people all the 
time but not all the people all 
the time. Her romance with 
politics had to hit the hard lode 
of reality some day. Though 
her conviction may not have 
affected her popularity that 
much, she must have realized 
by now that there’s more to 
politics than amassing huge 
wealth. So let’s hope she will 
get down to doing some good 
work for her electorate this 
time around!

 Rajan Sinha
Chennai, India

 
Statue of Unity
 It was interesting to read 
about the Statue of Unity 
being built in India. While I 
agree with the criticism of the 
monument which basically 
revolves around the amount of 
money required to construct a 
structure of this magnitude, it 
is also a fact that once built, it 
will bring in a lot of revenue. 
Also, such monuments are 
a nation’s pride. South Asia 
is lucky to be rich in natural 
beauty but unfortunately as 
a region it lacks man-made 
structures. I have visited a 
number of western countries 
and am always impressed 
by their beautiful statues 
and monuments which are 
common there. My only 
contention with the Statue 
of Unity is its name, which 
is a misnomer. While such 
monuments around the world 
represent a person, an idea or 
a belief respected and shared 
by the majority, the same 
can’t be said about the statue 



ON RECORD

“Is this the way of 
life that Islam 
teaches us? That 
we fight amongst 
ourselves and feel 
scared of fellow 
Muslims?”  

Pervez Musharraf, 
Former President of Pakistan.

“A national 
tragedy unleashed 
by savages.” 
Nawaz Sharif, 
Prime Minister of 
Pakistan.

“Our thoughts 
and prayers are 
with Pakistan.”
Mahinda 
Rajpakse, 
President of 
Sri Lanka 

“Truly there are 
so many tears this 
Christmas.’’
Pope Francis.

“Afghanistan 
wants to bolster 
security and 
defence ties 
with Pakistan 
including 
cooperation in 

training and border 
management.”
Ashraf Ghani, 
President of Afghanistan.         

“The smallest 
coffins are the 
heaviest. It’s sick 
how these 
cowards think.”
Mahira Khan, 
Pakistani TV 
and film actress.

“It is a senseless 
act of unspeakable 
brutality that has 
claimed lives of the 
most innocent of 
human beings – 
young children in 
their school.”
Narendra Modi, 
Prime Minister of India.

“The soul is 
healed by being 
with children. 
Extreme anger 
and disgust for all 
those who took 
our children, our 

future, our healers away.” 
Shahrukh Khan, 
Indian film actor

“The Peshawar 
tragedy has united 
the nation.’’
Mamnoon 
Hussain, 
President of 
Pakistan.

“Words are 
not enough to 
express our grief 
and condemn 
this heinous 
attack.” 
Altaf Hussain, 
Head of Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement.

“Enough is 
enough, now 
strict action 
should be taken 
against those 
who speak in 
favor of 

terrorists.”
Gen. Raheel Sharif, 
Chief of Staff, Pakistan Army.

“I was deeply 
shocked by the 
barbaric 
terrorist attack on 
the school in the 
city of Pesha-
war that led to 
numerous victims among innocent 
citizens the 
majority of which were children 
and teenagers.”
Vladimir Putin, 
President of the Russian 
Federation.

Though some 
time has passed, the 
nation is still trying 
to come to grips 
with the tragedy that 
was the attack on the 
Army Public School 
in Peshawar. The 
pictures of injured 
students, wailing 
parents and broken 
down families are 

still fresh in memory. It will be a long time before the 
nation fully recovers from the trauma although the 
incident will be etched on its collective memory for all 
times to come. 

Regardless of the gory nature of the incident, much 
good has come out of it. It united the entire nation, for 
one. For the first time, people belonging to all political 
parties, religions and sects agreed on who the real enemy 
is. The government, the political parties and the armed 
forces sat together to formulate a strategy to deal with the 
terrorists. Not only that, the strategy was implemented 
and we all saw its result. Now it is hoped that the unity 
lasts long. United we can fight the militants.

Rozina Mohsin
Karachi, Pakistan  

of Sardar Patel. Perhaps 
the statue of a famous 
businessman from the state 
would have been a better 
idea as Gujarat is known 
for its entrepreneurs who 
made a name for themselves 
in the country and abroad. 
Hopefully, we will see more 
such structures in the future.   

Sohrab Patel
Manchester, UK

Going It Alone
In the piece, 'Burqa Blue 

to Belt Green’, the writer 
has made a good attempt 
to bring out how ready the 
Afghan forces (including 
women) will be to take over 
the country’s security duties 
after the Americans and ISAF 
forces leave. However, a BBC 
Television report the other 
day presented a different 
picture. It showed how the 
Afghan Army is feeling left 
alone, now that foreign forces 
have begun exiting their soil 
and they (the Afghans) have 
to contend with the enemy 
on all their own. It is obvious 
that the Afghans are neither 

ready nor confident about 
going it all alone. 

Perhaps this will create 

a welcome gap for the 
Indians to come and occupy 
the vacant space and thus 
fulfill their dream of having 
a cogent military presence 
in Afghanistan. As it is, 
Afghan personnel are already 
undergoing training at Indian 
military institutions and 
obviously being indoctrinated 
as to the suitability of Indians 
training and assisting the 
Afghans rather than other 
neighbours, like Iran and 
Pakistan, doing so.

 
Gul Bahadur

Kabul, Afghanistan
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India will issue one 
rupee currency notes 

after a gap of two 
decades. 

Unlike other 
currency notes, 
the Re.1 notes will 
be issued by the 
government and will 
be signed by the 
finance secretary as 
was the norm earlier. 

The governor of the Reserve Bank of India will continue to sign notes 
of all other denominations.

The government and the RBI discontinued Re.1 and Rs.2 notes, 
citing the high cost involved and focused on coins for smaller 
denominations.   

BRIEFINGS
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The Indian market has witnessed 
a nearly 20 percent annual 

growth in biosimilars (also known 
as biologics) in 2014. Biologics 
are drugs with active ingredients 
sourced from living organisms. 
These products are based on 
proteins, genes, etc., unlike normal, 

small-molecule drugs where the active ingredient is a chemical. 
Due to this complex base, biologics cannot be as easily copied as 
other drugs. 

In India, sale of biosimilars had grown 20 percent annually to 
approximately 2.5 percent of the overall market sales at the end of 
November 2014. Sales margins on biosimilar drugs range from 20 
percent to 80 percent. With the U.S. drug patent pipeline drying 
up, the high-margin biologics are likely to sustain sales for Indian 
companies.  

AFGHANISTAN |Kabul

The youth of Afghanistan is achieving 
wonderful milestones in the fields of 

innovation, research and development, 
despite the country’s scarce resources. A 
young Afghan student Mustafa has built 
a solar-powered motorbike which runs 
with the help of electricity whose energy 
is obtained from solar panels planted on 
the roof of the bike. The bike can run 
at a speed of 40 kilometers per hour. It 

also has pedals which can be 
used during emergencies s, 

especially when the energy of the bike 
has been totally consumed. 

Another Afghan student Ghulam 
Sadiq, a graduate of a polytechnic 
institute in Jawzjan, is working on a 
project to build a helicopter while an 
Afghan engineer, Zmarai Helali, has 
taken an initiative to build an unmanned 
aerial vehicle and aircraft flown by 
autopilots. 

Young Leaders 

PAKISTAN|Karachi

The Pakistan Petroleum Limited 
announced a gas and condensate 

discovery at its exploration well in 
Sindh. This is the sixth discovery in the 
block. The  well was drilled in October 
and reached its final depth of 3,564 
meters in December. 

In August, the company discovered 
42 million cubic feet of gas per 
day in Gambat South, its third and 
biggest discovery. The company has a 
portfolio of 47 exploration blocks, has 
been aggressively searching for new 
hydrocarbon reserves to make up for 
the decrease in production from its 
established fields, such as Sui.  

More Gas
PAKISTAN|Peshawar

Buddhist sculptures and heads, 
dating back from the second to 

the fifth century AD, were discovered 
during an excavation at a Buddhist 
stupa known as Bhamala Buddhist 
Complex near Khanpur. The Director 
of Archaeology and Museums 
Directorate of KPK, Dr. Abdul Samad 
said that sculptures, heads and 
precious coins of the Kushan period 
were also found around the stupa.

Located near the Khanpur Dam, 
Bhamala is a national and world 

heritage site. It was partially excavated in the early 1930s by Sir Jan 
Marshal. Fresh excavations at the archeological site were initiated by 
the Hazara University in Mansehra.  

Ancient Treasure 

INDIA|New Delhi

Welcome Note
INDIA|Mumbai

Pharma Profit  



China will increase its official 
aid to Nepal by more than five 

times from the current $24 million to 
$128 million in 2015-16. China has 
also promised to build the electricity 
infrastructure in Nepal worth $1.6 
billion to counter an Indian offer 
for a soft loan for the power sector. 
Besides, Beijing is building a police 

academy for Nepal as a special gift. 
India announced a $1 billion soft loan to build Nepal's infrastructure, 

including power projects. China responded with a $1.6 billion power 
project, which is expected to generate 750MW of electricity. 

A direct train connection from Nepal to Tibet is also expected to 
become a reality in about a year, as China has begun extending the 
Tibet rail line which brings it closer to Nepal’s border.  
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BHUTAN|Thimphu

According to a report of the Royal 
Bhutan Police, from 2009 to 2013, 

347 people committed suicide in the 
country – 15 percent of them in the 
age bracket of 15-20 years. According 
to the cases reported to the Education 
Ministry, a total of 24 students 
committed suicide within four years. 
In 2014 alone, 11 students took their 
lives. The feeling of failure to live up 
to the expectations of their parents 

and families and being unable to 
face disappointments, humiliation, 
etc., add to the factors that drive the 
youth to contemplating suicide.

To deal with the problem, the 
Education Ministry has increased 
the number of counselors from 
20 to 56. In higher schools, the 
government has deployed 87 
counselors and more will be 
deployed. 

Young Deaths 

BANGLADESH|Dhaka

Bangladesh ranks the highest in terms of 
people's political participation among 

33 developing and emerging nations, 
according to a global survey by the U.S.-
based Pew Research Centre. The country, 
however, has a very low political efficacy 
with over two-thirds of the respondents 
saying that government officials do not care 
about what the people think. The survey 
titled ‘Spring 2014 Global Attitudes Survey’ 
shows that 65 percent Bangladeshis have a 

higher level of involvement in political affairs, though the Asia region 
ranks the lowest in this field with an overall median of 24 percent. 

A total of 1,000 Bangladeshis aged over 18 were interviewed for 
the report. Eighty percent of them chose voting as the most useful form 
of political engagement while 78 percent said they voted over the last 
12 months or in the more distant past.  

Politically Active 

NEPAL|Kathmandu

Inching Closer
The Maldives has fallen in 

the Press Freedom Index 
of the Reporters Without 
Borders for the fourth 
consecutive year, dropping 
5 places to 108th out of 180 
countries. The index reflects 
the degree of freedom that 
journalists enjoy in each 
country and the efforts 
made by the authorities to 

ensure respect for their freedom. 
The Maldives rose as high as 51st in the index in 2009 but recent 

years have seen a steady decline with the country slipping to 73rd in 
2011, 103rd in 2012 and 108th in 2013.  

SRI LANKA|Colombo

Sri Lanka will import 
two warships from 

India for its naval fleet. 
India, which delivered a 
warship to Mauritius for 
the first time, will build 
the two off-shore patrol 
vehicles (OPV) for Sri 
Lanka. These are under 
construction at the Goa 
Shipyard. The ships will 

be entirely indigenously built.
The warships, with a capacity of 83 crew, will be capable of 

search and rescue missions, transportation of small detachment 
of troops and helicopter operations. They can handle external 
firefighting and can also be used for cargo handling.  

Shopping for Ships

MALDIVES|Male

Press in Chains 


































































